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Olive Goodykoontz and World War II: Perspectives on War 

Lesson Plan 
 

Grade Level: 8th, 11th     Lesson Length: 2 class periods 

 

Learning Objectives 

 Students will use journal entries from Olive Goodykoontz’ journal to learn about World War II 

 Students will write a narrative of World War II from a civilian’s point of view 

 

Essential Questions 

 How can you learn about a person from their journal? 

 How can you learn about a time period or event from one person’s account? How accurate is their account?  

 What are the impacts of war on everyday life? 

 

Background (Also see biography on page 8) 

     Olive Goodykoontz lived in Chandler during her adult life.  She was a teacher in Chandler.  She kept a journal 

from her teenage years through the end of her life.  She wrote about the things she did during the day, the people 

that she met, and the places that she visited.  Olive’s journals entries cover happenings before, during, and after 

World War II.  She was in Chandler during the war and then went to Germany after the war to offer aid and relief.   

     Olive was a member of the Religious Society of Friends, also known as the Friends Church, or Quakers.  It is a 

denomination of Christianity that believes in the priesthood of all believers and has meetings where members meet 

together to discuss religion as a group.  Core beliefs include pacifism and the spiritual equality of women.  When the 

Goodykoontz family moved to Arizona, there was no local Quaker group to attend meetings with so they became 

active in Chandler’s Methodist Church. 

 

Materials 

 Biography of Olive Goodykoontz (page 8) 

 Olive Goodykoontz’ Journal, 1941-1944, found at: 

http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diari

es_of_Olive_Goodykoontz  

 Sample of Olive’s War Related Journal Entries Two-page Printout  (pages 5-6) 

 Find the Evidence Worksheet  (page 7) 

 Scan of a journal entry, found at: 

http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diari

es_of_Olive_Goodykoontz/2011.4.7  

 

Vocabulary Words 

 Day of Infamy 

 Propaganda 

 Ration 

 Pacifist 

 Defense Stamp 

 War Bonds 

 War Production Board 

 Conscription 

 Prisoner of War Camp 

 Executive Order 9066 

 Internment Camp 

 Nisei 

http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diaries_of_Olive_Goodykoontz
http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diaries_of_Olive_Goodykoontz
http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diaries_of_Olive_Goodykoontz/2011.4.7
http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diaries_of_Olive_Goodykoontz/2011.4.7
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 Korematsu v. US 

(1944) 

 Dictator 

 Women’s Army Corps 

Activity 

1. Have students read the Biography of Olive Goodykoontz 

2. Read journal entries.  The two page Sample of Olive’s War Related Journal Entries highlights Olive’s 

comments on the war.  Teachers may hand out the sample to students to complete the assignment.  

Alternatively, students can sift through Olive’s journals and find the comments about war on their own.  The 

journal transcriptions are located online at the above link.  If students use the journals online, spend some 

class time going over navigation and research skills.  Show them that journals are arranged by date and the 

journals are in searchable pdfs.  Using the find feature, show students how they can search for a word like 

“war” or “ration” in a document to find pertinent entries quicker.  Students can also view copies of the 

original journals with Olive’s handwriting at the link listed above.   

3. As students read Olive’s journal entries, they should answer the questions on the Find the Evidence 

Worksheet.  Encourage students to use details as evidence to support their answers.  Practice research 

skills by citing all details and evidence with the date of the entry. Students should use information from at 

least 15 journal entries in their answers.  

4. As a class, discuss the essential questions and vocabulary words listed above.  View the scan of Olive’s 

original journal as a class. 

5. Using answers from the worksheet, students will write a narrative of a civilian’s point of view during World 

War II.  Ask students to focus on what they learned about the war from Olive’s entries.  Teachers can set 

the parameters on the length of the narrative and if it should be written in first or third person.   

 

 

 

Additional Resources 

 View the online exhibit about Olive Goodykoontz at: http://chandlerpedia.org/Exhibits/Olive_Goodykoontz  

 View the online exhibit A People at War from the National Archive and Records Administration (NARA) at 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/a_people_at_war/a_people_at_war.html  

 Learn more about the Gila River Relocation Center (a Japanese and Japanese American Internment Camp) 

at http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/anthropology74/ce4.htm  

  

http://chandlerpedia.org/Exhibits/Olive_Goodykoontz
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/a_people_at_war/a_people_at_war.html
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/anthropology74/ce4.htm
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Curriculum Standards  

 

Common Core 8th Grade ELA Literacy Standards  

6-8.RH.1 
 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

6-8.RH.4 
 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
specific to domain related to history/social studies. 
 

6-8.RH.6 
 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal and author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

6-8.WHST.2 
 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 
     a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, table), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension 
     b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 
     c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 
     d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic 
     e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 
     f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 
or explanation presented.  

 

 

Arizona State Social Studies 8th Grade Standards 

Strand 1 Concept 1 PO 5 Describe the difference between a primary source and a secondary source document 
and the relationship between them.  

 

Strand 1 Concept 8 PO 2 Explain how Pearl Harbor led to United States involvement in World War II 
 

Strand 1 Concept 8 PO 4 Explain how the following factors affected the U.S. home front during World War II 
     a. war bond drives 
     d. rationing 
     e. internment of Japanese-, German-, and Italian-Americans 

 

Strand 1 Concept 8 PO 5 Describe Arizona’s contributions to the war effort: 
     e. POW and internment camps  

 

Strand 3 Concept 3 PO 7 Summarize the significance of the following Supreme Court cases: 
     f. Korematsu v. United States 

 

Strand 3 Concept 3 PO 8 Describe the impact of the following executive orders and decisions: 
f. Executive Order 9066- creation of internment camps on U.S. soil 
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Common Core 11th Grade ELA Literacy Standards  

11-12.RH.1 
 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 
 

11-12.RH.4 
 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing 
how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term of the course of a text. 
 

11-12.RH.5 
 

Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.  
 

6-8.WHST.2 
 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes. 
     a. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each 
new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 
     b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
     c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 
     d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance in a 
style that responds to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers.  
     e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 
or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).  

 

Arizona State Social Studies 11th Grade Standards  

Strand 1 Concept 1 PO 5 Evaluate primary and secondary sources for: 
     a. authors’ main points 
     b. purpose and perspective 
     c. facts vs. opinions 
     d. different points of view on the same historical event  
     e. credibility and validity 
 

Strand 1 Concept 8 PO 2 Describe the impact of American involvement in World War II: 
     d. Japanese, German, and Italian internment and POW camps 
 

  



P a g e  | 5 

 

   
 

Sample of Olive’s War Related Journal Entries: 
1941 
 

 

September 11, 1941 
 

“September 11, Thursday:  
Piano tuner came this afternoon. Went to see the picture Pastor Hall. Rather depressing 
picture of conditions in Germany.” 
  

December 8, 1941 
 

“December 8, Monday:  
Japan has bombed Pearl Harbor and the Philippines. U.S. today declared war on Japan. 
Was in hopes differences might be settled without war.” 
 

December 9, 1941 
 

“December 9, Tuesday:  
Nearly all radio news is of the war in the Pacific. Seems as though we ought to awaken 
and find it all a bad dream.” 

1942 
 

 

January 9, 1942 
 

“January 9, Friday: 
War propaganda is coming over the radio so frequently that it makes one heartsick. There 
is so much military activity in evidence.” 
 

April 13, 1942 
 

“April 13, Monday: 
Another day spent upstairs. One jaw looking quite normal but other is quite swollen. Did 
some more reading and clipped magazines. Schools went on war time today.” 
 

May 25, 1942 
 

“May 25, Monday: 
The war situation gets worse all the time. The government is taking control of more and 
more. Taxes are getting higher all the time.” 
 

August 11, 1942 
 

 “August 11, Tuesday: 
War is becoming quite bloody both in Europe, and the South Pacific. Why can’t we be 
peaceable?” 

1943 
 

 

February 10, 1943 “February 10 Wed.  
Spent the evening writing letters to Margo and Tom Davis. He is a Japanese prisoner. 
Hope he is able to receive mail.” 
 

February 12, 1943 
 

“February 12 Fri.  
Dressed a turkey for Mrs Moore and gathered up magazine to be sent to the Japanese in 
the Relocation Center.” 
 

February 22, 1943 
 

“February 22 Mon.  
Began a week of food rationing this evening. Seemed rather complicated but didn’t turn out 
to be. Meeting at 8:45 this A.M.” 
 

March 12, 1943 
 

“March 12 Fri.  
Did grocery shopping after school and spent the rest of the evening writing letters to 
Congressmen in regard to Conscription of Women.” 
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June 15, 1943 
 

  
“June 15, Tuesday: 
Hazel + I went to see picture “This Land is Mine.” Definitely war propaganda, but splendid 
acting on the whole.” 
 

August 26, 1943 
 

“August 26, Thursday: 
Had the privilege of making a visit to the Japanese Camp at Rivers this afternoon. Met 
Martha Morooka. Went with Stewarts and Mr. McKnight. Mrs. Mitani went too.” 
 

October 22, 1943 
 

“October 22, Friday: 
Spent the day helping with registration with War Ration Book No. IV. Was plenty tired at 
the close of the day.” 
 

October 23, 1943 
 

 “October 23, Saturday: 
Another day spent in helping with rationing. We weren’t so very busy. Would rather have 
working than sit around.” 

1944 
 

 

January 19, 1944 
 

“January 19, Wednesday: 
Went to a called meeting at the Official Board at the L.L. Smith home. Subject under 
discussion was how the church can help in the Fourth War Loan Drive.” 
 

January 28, 1944 
 

“January 28, Friday: 
Another evening at home. Worked on income tax blanks etc. Church had a chicken dinner 
as a Fourth War Loan Drive Benefit. Doesn’t seem right for the church to benefit such.” 
 

February 6, 1944 
 

 “February 6, Sunday: 
Quite a leisurely spent Sunday. Harriet Sundall is planning worship services for a while. 
Wrote letters to Pres. Senators and Congressmen in regard to post war planning.” 
 

February 15, 1944 
 

“February 15, Tuesday: 
It rained today. Helped count Defense Stamp money and then helped Lucile wrap Nona’s 
gift. After washing dishes - spent the rest of the evening reading + fixing my nails.” 
 

November 19, 1944 
 

“November 19, Sunday: 
Spent afternoon and evening writing letters and notes. Wrote letters to the Representatives 
and Congressmen about the Peacetime Conscription Bill.” 
 

December 5, 1944 
 

“December 5, Tuesday: 
Spent last evening working on report cards. Helped Mr. Scudder count Defense Stamp 
Money and then went to see the Baumanns for a little while.” 
 

Memoranda (Date 
unknown) 

“Pacifist Pledge 
After careful and prayerful thought I find that as one who is seeking to follow the way of 
Jesus, that Senior Partner, I can not support war for any purpose.  I am determined that 
this shall not be a passive pacifism, but one in which there is active work done to abolish 
war and to foster good will among nations, races and classes.” 
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Olive Goodykoontz and World War II: Perspectives on War 

Find the Evidence Worksheet 

 

Answer the following questions using the journal entries. For each question, provide details and evidence to 

support your reasoning.  Include the date of the journal entry with each piece of evidence.  

 

Question Answer with Evidence Citation- Journal 
Date(s) 

What role did Olive 
play in the war effort? 

Give specific 
examples. 

 

  

How was Olive’s 
church involved with 

the war? 
 

  

What impact did 
media (radio, music, 
movies, etc.) have on 

Olive? 
 

  

How were Olive’s 
friends affected by the 

war? 
 

  

Did Olive support the 
war or was she 

against it? How do 
you know? 
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Olive Goodykoontz Biography 

Teacher, Relief Worker 

March 17, 1906- November 1, 1980 

Olive Goodykoontz was born in Indiana.  When Olive was a teenager, her mother, Myrtle, gave her a 

journal and encouraged her to write in it daily.  Olive did write 

nearly every day.  She wrote about the things she was doing in her 

life, the people that she met, and the places that she visited.  

 

At age 20, Olive’s family moved to Arizona.  Olive attended Tempe 

State Teachers College and taught in Chandler School District in 

grade levels ranging from elementary to high school.  She also 

taught music class. 

 

Olive’s family belonged to the Religious Society of Friends, also 

called the Quakers.  This religious group was well established in 

the Indiana community Olive grew up in, but when her family 

moved to Chandler, there was no local Friends Church so Olive 

attended a Methodist Church.   

 

Starting in the late 1930s, Olive became a relief worker with the American Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC), an organization associated with the Quaker church.  She worked at a summer camp in 

Tennessee for a few summers in a row helping rebuild local schools.   

 

After World War II ended, Olive was asked to go to Germany to offer aid and relief.  The war caused 

much damage to homes and schools as well as the people.  She served many two-year terms assisting 

people with basic needs including shelter, food, clothing, and medicine. She visited over sixty schools 

in Germany where she monitored the health of the students and the repairs needed in the schools. 

 

When Olive returned to the United States she continued to provide aid and taught young people across 

the nation.  Olive served until her death at age 74 in 1980.   

 

 

To learn more about Olive’s life and read her journal, contact the Chandler Museum or go to www.chandlerpedia.org. 

 


