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STATION 1: SCHOOLS 

Yosh Nakamura Oral History 

-Densho ID: denshovh-nyosh_2-01-0009.   
-Segment 9, 2:26-7:06  
-Interview date: 2012 
-YN= Yosh Nakamura (Interviewee), SY= Sharon Yamato (Interviewer) 
-http://archive.densho.org/Resource/popuptext.aspx?v=s&i=denshovh-nyosh_2-01-
0009&t=Yosh+Nakamura+Interview+Segment+9+Transcript  

YN: But anyway, when we got there, there was absolutely nothing but these bare barracks. And one of 

the things that kind of kept me going in the fairly positive direction is that it was not only an 
unfortunate thing that we were there, but it was also an opportunity. Here is a high school that's just 

going to be formed, that never has existed before, so we had to create a constitution and structure for 
the high school. The creation of that structure was really a good learning experience for many of us. 
So we looked at various constitutions, and we created a constitution for the student body at Butte 

High School. We had a very good principal who was our advisor, so we learned a lot doing this. And 
then, after creating this constitution, many of us, "Well, we should run for office," so many of us did 
run for office. Someone suggested I run for president, so I ran for president, and the three of us were 
good friends but we were running against each other. Fortunately I was able to get into the runner 

offs, and as I mentioned to you earlier, that Michi Weglyn was my campaign manager. So in spite of 
her very, very good works, she didn't have quite the same caliber of candidate as the other guy, so I 
came in second out of two people. [Laughs] But it was a very good experience. 

SY: How did that come about? Did you ask her to become your campaign manager? 

YN: I think she volunteered. I don't recall just how this happened. (I later was her campaign manager 
for next year's presidency.) 

SY: So you were obviously good friends in camp. 

YN: Yes, we were very good friends. There were several people who, for one reason or another, 
thought very highly of me. She was one of them, so she volunteered to be (my) campaign manager. 

She did a good job. But the other fellow was a more popular guy. He was (an athlete) and a pretty 
handsome guy, and he was a good friend, so it was okay that he won. But I ended up being a vice 
president of the senior class. Then I became involved in a number of clubs. One of my instructors was 
Mr. Nikaido, and he was a math instructor. He was teaching geometry. He took me aside one day and 
he said, "Yoshio, you and I could get along much better and I think you'll learn more geometry if you 
stayed in class a little longer." [Laughs] Because activities meant that we periodically had to go out 

and meet people and this sort of thing. I probably didn't learn as much geometry as I should have. 
But he was a very good instructor, so a lot of what he taught me has stuck on. 

SY: So student government was kind of your calling, then. 

YN: Yes. And it turned out that all of that experience helped me in whatever else I've done since then, 
because going into various clubs, getting different interests like debating and Spanish, there were just 

a number of things that (got my attention). 

 

 

 

 



STATION 1: SCHOOLS 

 

 

Date: September 12, 1942  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

Courtesy of the Library of Congress (Library of Congress microfilm, Reel No. 7, Shelf No. Np 2452)  

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 1: SCHOOLS 

 

Date: October 25, 1943  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

Original WRA caption: Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. Kindergarten and Nursery children 
having a grand time on the see-saw.  

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration (Ctrl.#: NWDNS-210-G-B989; NARA 
ARC#: 537377; WRA)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 2: SOCIAL EVENTS 

Nancy Shimotsu Oral History 

-Densho ID: denshovh-snancy-01-0022  
-Segment 22, 0:00-2:09  
-Interview date: 2012 
-NS= Nancy Shimotsu (Interviewee), SY= Sharon Yamato (Interviewer) 
-http://archive.densho.org/Resource/popuptext.aspx?v=s&i=denshovh-snancy-010022&t=Nancy+Shimotsu+Interview+Segment+22+Transcript   

SY: So were there a lot of people in camp that were the same age as you? 

NS: Oh, yeah. I mean, family, it depended on the family, what family went in camp. 

SY: So did you make a lot of friends in camp? 

NS: Oh, yeah, lots of friends. I missed them. Of course, I don't know them now. [Laughs] 

SY: Now how did people get together that were about your age? What would you do... 

NS: Oh, we used to have fun. We used to go out and... we had to have picnic sometime, we'd go to 

movie sometime, we had all kind of activity in camp. Too bad you didn't go in. We had lot of activity, 
we had dancing... we had dancing, we had parties, we had, gosh, what else did we have? Movie was 
every night. You got tired of going, though, 'cause you see every night. 

SY: So once you got settled in camp, once you got settled, then you had a... then it got better? 

NS: Oh, yes. Get to meet friends. All my friends went someplace else, so I have to start brand new. 

SY: So you didn't know really very many people when you got there. 

NS: No. But I got friendly with everybody. And then we went to... nighttime we always had movies, so 
in the barrack, I mean, our camp they call it "boot," it's a hill, and they have the movie thing set up. 
And so we could see from the, where we were sitting, the movie place is down, so we're sitting high. 

So you could see real good. We used to have, we used to have fun doing that, and climbing up and 
down. 

SY: So there were, did you end up being around people that were the same age as you? 

NS: Oh, yes. Oh, there's lots of people. I mean, some people were going school, see, some of 'em are 
going school yet. The ones that my age, there were quite a few. There were quite a few in camp. I 
was surprised. They all graduated about the same time. 

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 2: SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

Date: November 26, 1942  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

Original WRA caption: Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. A view at a dance given to 
celebrate the Harvest Festival, which was held on Thanksgiving day at Camp #2.  

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration (Ctrl.#: NWDNS-210-G-D676; NARA 
ARC#: 538633; WRA; Photographer Francis Stewart)  

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 2: SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

Gila News-Courier Vol. III No. 196  

Date: December 9, 1944  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  



STATION 3: ELEANOR ROOSEVELT VISIT 

Kenge Kobayashi Oral History 

-Densho ID: denshovh-kkenge-01-0006 

-Segment 6, 0:00-0:50  
-Interview date: 1998 
-YN= Kenge Kobayashi (Interviewee), AI= Alice Ito (Interviewer) 
-http://archive.densho.org/Resource/popuptext.aspx?v=s&i=denshovh-kkenge-01-

0006&t=Kenge+Kobayashi+Segment+6+Transcript 

AI: And what about school, did you have high school?  

KK: Yeah, we had high school and stuff. I was going to school. And the big event was when Eleanor 
Roosevelt came in and talked to us, but she was very sorry about the whole thing. She apologized and 
everything.  

AI: Do you remember feeling anything when she apologized?  

KK: Yeah. I thought she was -- it was nice of her to apologize like that, and I felt she was a good 
person.  

AI: But at the same time...  

KK: Yeah, I can't say the same for the husband. [Laughs] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 3: ELEANOR ROOSEVELT VISIT 

 

 
Gila News-Courier Vol. II No. 50  

Date: April 27, 1943  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

 

 

 

 



STATION 3 ELEANOR ROOSEVELT VISIT 

 

Date: April 23, 1943  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

Original WRA caption: Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
accompanied by Dillon Myer, National Director of the War Relocation Authority, visit the Gila River 
Relocation Center, where they were greeted by crowds of enthusiastic evacuees.  

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration (Ctrl.#: NWDNS-210-G-B469; NARA 
ARC#: 537079; WRA; Photographer Francis Stewart)  



STATION 4: SPORTS 

Hy Shishino Oral History 

-Densho ID: denshovh-shy-01-0015 

-Segment 15, 0:00-3:14 
-Interview date: 2012 
-HS= Hy Shishino (Interviewee), SY= Sharon Yamato (Interviewer) 
-http://archive.densho.org/Resource/popuptext.aspx?v=s&i=denshovh-shy-01-

0015&t=Hy+Shishino+Interview+Segment+15+Transcript 

SY: So you were able to play, continue playing sports at Gila. 

HS: Yeah, we had our own basketball team. They built a basketball court there. Then this Kenichi 
Zenimura was, in Fresno he was an ardent baseball fan from the time, 1928 or something he got Babe 
Ruth to go to Japan with six ball players. So the first thing he did was, on one corner of the camp, he 
built a baseball field, so they called it Zenimura Field.  

SY: And how old was he? 

HS: He must've been in the, forty, between forty and forty-five I'd say. 

SY: So he was older. And he had, did all the kids play there? 

HS: Well his, he had a fifteen year old son and a, I don't know, fourteen, fifteen, he had two boys and 
so baseball was his love, so those two boys were good baseball players from the time they were 
young. 

SY: And was he like a coach too? 

HS: Yeah. He coached the team. In fact, our block played against his team, and that's the only time I 
ever played hardball in my life, 'cause in junior high school we had softball leagues. 

SY: So you played, you just played one game? Was that at Gila River, or did you -- 

HS: Yeah, I only played one game hardball. That's all I, just, our block had two older guys that loved 

baseball and so they formed a block team, and then we played against Zenimura's team. They were 
from Fresno. So naturally, they had a good team 'cause Zenimura was coaching. [Laughs] 

SY: So was he well-known in the camp as a... 

HS: Oh yeah, he's famous -- even afterward, in Phoenix they named a park after him. It's called 

Nozomi Park, I think, but it's Nozomi, Zenimura Field. And the city of, this little, I forget what town... 
Chandler? They knew what, actually, I think it was Chandler High School had an all-star high school 
team, and so Zenimura formed this all-star Gila team, and it went into twelve innings, I think. It was 

tied at ten-nine. And anyway, the Gila team beat the Chandler all-stars, and so that's written up in our 
history of Gila. And then I think they went to Heart Mountain too, and played against the Heart 
Mountain team. I don't know how they got permission to take the team out of camp and go to Heart 
Mountain and come back to camp again, but... 

SY: So you were well-known, this Gila River team was well-known. 

HS: Yeah, it was, thanks to Mr. Zenimura. 



STATION 4: SPORTS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Hiromoto Diary Entry 

Courtesy of Kevin Mims 

-Densho ID: denshopd-p202-00008 
-Time: 1944  
-Facility: Gila River 

 
Saturday, January 8, 1944/Sunday, January 9, 1944 
 
Cleaned the baseball equip. Went into library for conversation. Got green photo from Chizu Matsuda. 
Received a letter from Pfc. Hank Tenshiro. 

Played basketball against Ramblers. Score R.H. 32 - R = 24. Had Y.P.C. meeting, but did not attend. 
Attended Y.B.A. at church. 

Hit parade 1st "My Heart Tells me" 

Attended Devotional Service Reverend Kimura, sermon. On way back, stopped over to Shig N. apartment. 

Afternoon -- went to see basketball games. Bambi (27) - Starlette (27), Carl Jrs. (25) - vs. High School 
(26), Cubs (32) - Jeeps (15). 

Supper -- had to get oil at Blk #5. 

Went to court 25, see Salon play Vikings. Kingsburgs were ahead when we left. 



STATION 4: SPORTS 

Zenimura Field Design, Gila River Internment Camp 

 

Staples, Jr., Bill. Kenichi Zenimura: Japanese American Baseball Pioneer. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 
Inc., 2011. 120. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 5: CAMP CONDITIONS 

Kazumi Yoneyama Oral History 

-Densho ID: denshovh-ykazumi-01-0010 

-Segment 10, 0:26-6:42  
-Interview date: 2012 
-KY= Kazumi Yomeyama (Interviewee), MN= Martha Nakagawa (Interviewer) 
-http://archive.densho.org/Resource/popuptext.aspx?v=s&i=denshovh-ykazumi-01-

0010&t=Kazumi+Yoneyama+Interview+Segment+10+Transcript 

MN: Did you have any incidences where the heat actually got to you? 

KY: Yeah, I fainted one day walking home from school or someplace. And when I woke up I was in a 
hospital in Butte. And I don't know how I got there. I don't know how I got back to Canal, and I don't 
know if anyone let my parents know. I do remember when I got home, my parents didn't say anything 

about what had happened to me. So I guess it was no big thing. They didn't think it was a big thing 
and I didn't think it was a big thing either. 

MN: What happened? Were you just dehydrated? 

KY: I would think I was either dehydrated or perhaps I ran out of salt, I don't know. I think we were 
given salt pills, but I don't really remember. 

MN: Now, was this the only time you went from Canal to Butte camp? 

KY: Yes. 

[Interruption] 

MN: -- Gila, and I wanted to ask you if you could share with us what your father did to your barrack to 
keep cool. 

KY: My dad dug a basement beneath our unit. It was probably four by four by four. And he built a 
trapdoor in the floor of our barrack, and he had stairs, so we could go down there and sit beneath the 
ground level. And it was cooler down there, so we used that sort of like our own private basement, 
just to stay cool. 

[Interruption] 

KY: And I don't know where he got the tools to do that, or the shovel to dig out the dirt, or what he 
did with the dirt once he dug it. 

MN: Let me ask you a little bit about the food in camp. Now, I know people today, they still can't eat 
certain foods because it's associated with camp. 

KY: Right. 

MN: Do you have that problem? 

KY: Well, for a long time I couldn't eat pancakes because if you ate pancakes in camp for breakfast, 
they'd still be at the bottom of your stomach at dinnertime. And so for a long, long time I didn't eat 
pancakes at all. And I do now, but... 



MN: Did you ever get diarrhea from eating food at camp? 

KY: No. 

MN: Now, were there foods that they served in the mess hall that you'd never eaten at home? 

KY: I'm sure there was, but, I mean, you ate what they gave you. 

MN: What memories do you have, I mean, what sort of foods did they serve in camp? 

KY: I don't remember. Nothing memorable. [Laughs] 

MN: I hear stories where families in camp were broken up because the kids no longer ate with their 
families. What was it like in your family? 

KY: I must have eaten with my mom, although I don't remember. I don't think I had the guts to go 
eat in another block. I don't think I had any boys that I was close enough to that I would go eat with 
them. 

MN: Can you share with us the time you ate a rattlesnake? 

KY: Oh, well, it was just something that they cooked over the fire. And it was no big thing. 

MN: Do you recall what it tasted like? 

KY: No. 

MN: But I guess it wasn't so bad that you did spit it out. 

KY: Oh, no, not at all. I mean, it's just a reptile. 

MN: Let me ask you a little bit about the public latrines. Was it difficult for you to get adjusted to a 
public latrine? 

KY: No, 'cause most... if you go to sporting events, as far as boys go, you use the urinal, and 
everybody's there around you. As far as the shower goes, if you're in school, you take showers 
without partitions or stalls or anything like that. So it wasn't anything that I hadn't been used to. We 
did wear getas in the showers, so that our feet wouldn't touch the concrete, but I think that was 
mostly to prevent getting athlete's feet. And also when you walked from the men's shower room back 

to your barrack, your feet would stay dry. But as far as urinating or sitting on the toilet, it was no 
problem as far as modesty goes for, I think, most boys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 5: CAMP CONDITIONS 

 

Gila News-Courier Vol. II No. 94  

Date: August 7, 1943  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

 



STATION 5: CAMP CONDITIONS 

 

Date: April 24, 1945  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

Original WRA caption: Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. M. Fujita is pictured feeding the 
cows at the dairy farm school. He works days on the hog farm, and spends his evenings at the school 
to learn milking and the care of the cows. Prior to evacuation, he was a builder of fishing boats at San 
Pedro, California, but now has wholeheartedly thrown himself into learning everything possible about 
farming.  

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration (Ctrl.#: NWDNS-210-G-B473; NARA 
ARC#: 537082; WRA; Photographer Francis Stewart)  



STATION 6: FACILITIES 

Yoshimi Matsuura Oral History 
-Densho ID: denshovh-myoshimi-01-0017 
-Segment 17, 0:00-5:40  
-Interview date: 2009 
-YM= Yoshimi Matsuura (Interviewee), TI= Tom Ikeda (Interviewer) 
-http://archive.densho.org/Resource/popuptext.aspx?v=s&i=denshovh-myoshimi-01-
0017&t=Yoshimi+Matsuura+Interview+Segment+17+Transcript 

YM: Gila River, it was, I suppose, a shock. Barrack half-finished. We were assigned, my wife and I was 
assigned to a room to share with a family from San Leandro, California, who happened, one of those 
that evacuated into central California. They were about fifteen years older than we were. So we had to 

share a room with them because they couldn't give us the room to ourselves, no two-person room. So 
we put up sheets and blanket for privacy, and that was our room. And, of course, my family and her 
family had their own barrack because of the size of the family. And on the second day, our block 
manager, who was Fred Maruyama from Los Angeles, asked me if I would be his assistant as a block 
manager. I didn't know what I was getting into, but I said, "Sure, whatever it takes." And from there 
on, I was working. I was on the government payroll the second day. Sixteen dollars a month.  

TI: So describe what an assistant block manager does on a daily basis.  

YM: Take care of the block, listen to complaints. Same thing as a block manager would do, but did 
more legwork. Block manager, all he had to do was tell me what to do. But we had a lot of complaints 
about the bathroom, of course, women's bathroom, just a wide open space, bunch of stools, no 
partition. And shower was the same thing, showerhead off the wall and no partition. And so I found, I 

met a person from Hawaii who was married to somebody here in the Los Angeles area, I believe, who 
happened to know something about carpentry. Ernest Sasaki was his name, and he had a wife and he 
had a young daughter. And, of course, he heard lot of complaints about that, too, so he wanted to do 
something about it. So we got a group together, and I asked him if he would handle that and he said, 
"Sure." So that night we went out scrounging around for material to build that. And under the fence 
type of stuff, into the canal, dry canal, government workers, they're very wasteful. New material 
laying all over the place, so we got some nice material. In the morning we see a stack of material 

there. We don't ask where it came from or who brought it there, we were happy to see it, they knew 
what we needed. So we put up the partition. First thing was the barrier in from the door so the door 
would be protected and can't see in. And then partition down the stools, between the stools. And it 
was teamwork, everybody was anxious to do something. So it was nice, no problem.  

TI: Now, did the other blocks do similar things?  

YM: I would think so. I imagine, I think everybody did, and everybody had the same idea.  

TI: So in general, when you first mentioned being assistant block manager, I thought, well, you heard 
these complaints and that you would write a report, send it to the administration --  

YM: I didn't write a report. There was no report written. I just went by sound and feel.  

TI: And so it was a very much can-do, we just have to just do it.  

YM: That's right, we'd do the best we can. But the biggest complaint was that bathroom right away. 
And, of course, the second complaint was all the dust coming into their room. Every time we'd... 
there's about a fourteen-inch crawl space under the building, barracks, and a half-inch space between 

the planks or the floorboards. So everybody was laying cardboards and newspapers and anything they 
can find on the floor to keep the dust out. That was another complaint. Nothing we can do about that, 
because it's building. The other complaint was food. Right away, we started getting complaint on the 
food. Well, not much you can do about that either because it's provided by the government and you 
cook what you get and that's it. 



STATION 6: FACILITIES 

 

Date: November 27, 1942  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

Original WRA caption: Gila River Relocation Center, Rivers, Arizona. A panorama of the northwest 
section of Camp Two at this relocation center.  

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration (Ctrl.#: NWDNS-210-G-D692; NARA 
ARC#: 538649; WRA; Photographer Francis Stewart)  

 

 

 

 

 



STATION 6: FACILITIES 

 

Gila News-Courier Vol. III No. 17 

Date: September 30, 1943  
Location: Gila River concentration camp, Arizona  

 

 


