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Germany after World War II 

Lesson Plan 

Grade Level: 8th grade; 11th grade     Lesson Length: 2-3 class periods 

Learning Objectives 

 Students will study Germany after World War II 

 Students will analyze primary sources and secondary sources  

 Students will make comparisons between the sources they use 

 

Essential Questions 

 What can we learn from different primary and secondary sources about the: 

o Ally occupation? 

o Effects of World War II on the people and landscape of Germany? 

o Food conditions in post-war Germany? 

 What role did Chandler resident Olive Goodykoontz play in post-war Germany?  

 

Background 

     After World War II ended, Germany was left in disarray.  Cities were destroyed, food was limited, and coal for heat 

was scarce.  Germany was divided between the Soviets in the east and the British, French, and American in the 

west. The Allied powers in West Germany worked to rebuild what had been destroyed.  

     Olive Goodykoontz, a Quaker from Chandler, Arizona, decided to personally aid in relief work in Germany.  She 

travelled to the Friends Service Council in London and was then placed in the British Zone of West Germany.  She 

worked with the British postal service, visited schools to assess the health of students and the condition of structures, 

and she aided individuals, often meeting them in their homes.  

     At the same time, political leaders from the United States did assessments of the conditions of the people and the 

landscape in post-war Germany.  Former President Herbert Hoover prepared an official report that includes statistics 

from his surveys on housing, food production and distribution, and coal.   

     In this lesson, students can compare the experiences from both Goodykoontz and Hoover, along with other 

primary sources, to get a sense of the state of post-war Germany.  

 

Vocabulary 

 APO- Army Post Office 

 FRS- Friends Relief Service 

 AFSC- American Friend Service Committee 

 Refugee camp- temporary camp build to 

house refugees  

 Marshall Plan- American financial aid to 

rebuild European economies after WWII 

 Nobel Peace Prize- annual prize awarded to 

person or organization who has promoted 

peace 

 Foreign Policy- a country’s strategies to 

achieve its goals through its relations with 

other nations
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Materials 

 Photographs (included) 

 Video “HD Historic Stock Footage Post WWII LIFE IN BERLIN 1945 – POSTSDAM ,” found here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bC8Q2fXYovc 

 Olive Goodykoontz biography (included) 

 Maps of Germany (included) 

 Olive Goodykoontz selected journal entries (included) 

 Report “German Agriculture and Food Requirements” prepared by Herbert Hoover. February 26, 1947, 

found here: http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/marshall/large/index.php  

 Double Bubble concept map template (included) 

 

Activity 

1. Students will analyze a variety of primary sources from post-war Germany throughout this lesson.  As 

needed, discuss what a primary source is and examples of different types of primary sources.   

2. View the photographs and video as a class. You may choose to watch a portion of the video and not the 

entirety.  How would you describe the scenes of post-war Germany?  

3. Study the maps as a class.  What boundaries changed during the war and after it ended? What was the role 

of the Allied powers?   

4. Have students read the Olive Goodykoontz biography to get a better understanding of her life.  Then read 

the selected excerpts from Olive’s journal.  What is Olive’s perspective on post-war Germany? What is 

Olive’s role in post-war Germany? What is the Friends Relief Society’s role in post-war Germany? 

5. Read “The President’s Economic Mission to Germany and Austria; German Agriculture and Food 

Requirements,” 1947 prepared by former President Herbert Hoover, specifically pages 3-8.  How does the 

report shed light on the situation in Germany? How does this document compare to Olive’s journal entries? 

6. Students choose two of the primary sources from this lesson, and complete a double bubble concept map, 

comparing and contrasting what the two sources tell us about post-war Germany.  Students may do 

research and choose their own primary sources, if preferred.  

 

A Note on the Sources 

 The excerpts from the Olive Goodykoontz journal used in this lesson are chosen entries that best fit the 

content of the lesson.  To read more of the journal, see the Additional Resources section.  

 The images of Aachen and maps of Germany used in this lesson are not in the Chandler Museum’s 

collection.  They were all found through online image searches.  

 

Additional Resources  

 To read more of Olive Goodykoontz’s journal-  

http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diari

es_of_Olive_Goodykoontz/2011.4.7 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bC8Q2fXYovc
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/marshall/large/index.php
http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diaries_of_Olive_Goodykoontz/2011.4.7
http://chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Archival_Items/Documents/People/The_Goodykoontz_Family/The_Diaries_of_Olive_Goodykoontz/2011.4.7
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 German History in Documents and Images- http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/ (there are a few 

documents about living conditions and youth in 1947 Aachen) 

 Nobel Peace Prize Award, 1947, awarded to the Friends Service Council (London) and American Friends 

Service Committee(Philadelphia) - http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1947/press.html  

 Blog featuring various topics on Germany after the war- http://postwargermany.wordpress.com 

 

Lesson Extensions (optional) 

 Use this lesson in conjunction with the Chandler Museum’s “Olive Goodykoontz and World War II: 

Perspectives on War” lesson plan, available on chandlerpedia.org. 

 If students used different primary sources for the assignment, have the students share the discoveries from 

their sources with their classmates through brief presentations or with partners or small groups.   

 Use the additional resources listed above to learn more about the time period, the role of the Quakers in 

postwar relief work, and the condition of German towns, schools, and people. 

 Research trümmerfrau, or rubble women.  Compare Olive Goodykoontz, who was involved in the intellectual 

rebuilding in Germany to the trümmerfrau, those responsible for the physical rebuilding in Germany.  

 

Curriculum Standards 

Arizona State Social Studies 8th Grade Standards 

Strand 2 Concept 1 PO 

5  

Describe the difference between a primary source document and a secondary source 

document and the relationships between them.  

Strand 2 Concept 1 PO 

6 

Determine the credibility and bias of primary and secondary sources 

Strand 2 Concept 1 PO 

8 

Analyze two points of view on the same historical event.  

Strand 2 Concept 8 PO 

6 a 

Summarize each of the following outcomes of World War II: 

a. Redrawing the political boundaries in Europe 

Strand 2 Concept 8 PO 

8 b 

Describe the following events resulting from World War II 

b. Marshall Plan 

 

Common Core Standards 8th Grade 

 

Arizona State Social Studies 11th Grade Standards 

6-8.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.  

6-8.RH.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, casually). 

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).  

6-8.RH.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

with other information in print and digital texts.  

6-8.RH.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  

http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1947/press.html
http://postwargermany.wordpress.com/
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Common Core Standards 11th Grade 

 

  

Strand 2 Concept 1 PO 

1 

Interpret historical data displayed in maps, graphs, tables, charts, and geologic time 

scales.  

Strand 2 Concept 1 PO 

5 a-e 

Evaluate primary and secondary sources for:  

a. Authors’ main points 

b. Purpose and perspective 

c. Facts vs. opinions 

d. Different points of view on the same historical event  

e. Credibility and validity 

Strand 1 Concept 9 PO 

1 d 

Analyze aspects of America’s post World War II foreign policy: 

d. United States as a superpower (e.g., political intervention and 

humanitarian efforts) 

11-12.RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and 

ideas.  

11-12.RH.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including key sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.  

11-12.RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in in diverse formats 

and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 

question or solve a problem.    

11-12.RH.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a 

coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.  



P a g e  | 5 

 

   
 

Olive Goodykoontz Biography 

Teacher, Relief Worker 

March 17, 1906- November 1, 1980 

Olive Goodykoontz was born in Indiana.  When Olive was a teenager, her mother, Myrtle, gave her a 

journal and encouraged her to write in it daily.  Olive did write 

nearly every day.  She wrote about the things she was doing in her 

life, the people that she met, and the places that she visited.  

 

At age 20, Olive’s family moved to Arizona.  Olive attended Tempe 

State Teachers College and taught in Chandler School District in 

grade levels ranging from elementary to high school.  She also 

taught music class. 

 

Olive’s family belonged to the Religious Society of Friends, also 

called the Quakers.  This religious group was well established in 

the Indiana community Olive grew up in, but when her family 

moved to Chandler, there was no local Friends Church so Olive attended a Methodist Church.   

 

Starting in the late 1930s, Olive became a relief worker with the American Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC), an organization associated with the Quaker church.  She worked at a summer camp in 

Tennessee for a few summers in a row helping rebuild local schools.   

 

After World War II ended, Olive was asked to go to Germany to offer aid and relief.  The war caused 

much damage to homes and schools as well as the people.  She served many two-year terms assisting 

people with basic needs including shelter, food, clothing, and medicine. She visited over sixty schools 

in Germany where she monitored the health of the students and the repairs needed in the schools. 

 

When Olive returned to the United States she continued to provide aid and taught young people across 

the nation.  Olive served until her death at age 74 in 1980.   

 

To learn more about Olive’s life and read her journal, contact the Chandler Museum or go to www.chandlerpedia.org. 

  



P a g e  | 6 

 

   
 

 

German mothers walk their children to school through the streets of Aachen, Germany, on 

June 6, 1945, for registration at the first public school to be opened by the U.S. military 

government after the war.  AP Photo, Peter J. Carroll 
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Post-war Aachen, Germany  
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Post-war Aachen, Germany  
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Post-war Aachen, Germany  
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Olive Goodykoontz 

Selected Journal Excerpts 

1945-1948 

 

September 26, 

1945 

 

“September 26 Wed. 

 Highlight of the day was the address in the evening by Norman Whitney. Feel now more 

than ever that I must go to Germany to help rebuild what we have destroyed.” 

 

October 3, 1946 

 

“Oct. 2. Wed.   

[…]  In the afternoon Betty + I went with Fraulein Dr. Becker to visit schools + 

kindergartens. Amazed at the amount the teachers are able to accomplish with so little. 

Many more kindergartens are needed + supplies are very short. Suitable rooms + 

buildings are very scarce […]” 

 

October 18, 

1946 

 

“Oct. 18. Fri.   

Did A.P.O. and collected the laundry. Spent part of the afternoon writing a letter to Jack 

Hollister in regard to a magazines and books for an Aachen reading room […]” 

 

October 22, 

1946 

 

“Tuesday Oct. 22   

[...]Spent the morning with Winifred Wood helping to weigh and measure children in a 

kindergarten [...] Most of them have gained during the past month. Many still look very 

thin […]” 

 

October 23, 

1946 

 

“Wed. Oct. 23   

[…] Went this morning with John Pettigrew and Marjorie Gilley to visit some refugee 

camps – one in Bruel and the other two in villages. They just made one’s heart sick. 

There were many people crowded into a room with straw on the floor, bedding and 

clothes dirty, the sick were in the same room with the others. They looked so hopeless 

that one wanted to just upset the world in order to better the situation, but there was so 

little that could be done. Some food and clothing is to be supplied from F.R.S. Some of 

them were telling stories of their homes and the things that had happened to them. Even 

with my small knowledge of German I understood enough to know that life had been 

very bleak for them.”    

 

November 6, 

1946 

 

“Wednesday Nov. 6.   

Went with Lena in the morning to do a little more investigating on why there had been no 

school feeding this week.” 

 

January 29, 

1947 

 

“Wednesday Jan. 29.    

[...] Of course the problem of food is ever with the German people and they are having 

fuel difficulties as well. Geisele isn’t in school because of lack of coal for the schools. It 

seems that the middle class people suffer as well as the very poor ones […]” 
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February 12, 

1947 

 

“Wednesday February 12.   

[…] One of the grand happenings of the day was the fact that we are getting enough 

food for 5000 children 3-6 yrs. old.”    

 

May 14, 1947 

 

“Wednesday May 14th.  
Spent most of the day in the office working on the British National and Mil Gov. reports.” 
 

September 25, 

1947 

“Thursday September 25th  
Went to the Discussion Group in the evening which was on Democracy. It ended in a 

very lively discussion on the economic problems of Germany today.”  

 
November 3, 

1947 

 

“Monday Nov. 3.  
On the way to Würselen I picked up a man with a case of tools who was extremely 
grateful and seemed very nice indeed. He was going to do some repair work in 
Verlanten-heide. Wish I might have learned more about him. [...] 
Then in the evening when I went to St. Raphael I found an old man along the way who 
was so tired that he could hardly place one foot in front of the other. Got him safely back 
to the home. [...] 
Her [Frau Croon] husband also showed me the article in the N.Y. Herald Tribune that 
tells that the Quakers have won the Nobel Peace Prize.”  
 

November 5, 

1947 

 

“Wednesday Nov. 5th.  
Glad to have Heilige back for he is such a help. It nearly broke my heart when I gave 
him a few items of food this afternoon. The tears almost came to his eyes as he thanked 
me and then he mentioned that he had been very hungry at lunch today. He is better off 
than many since he does get a warm meal each day. Even so he is typical of many 
hundreds of thousands in Germany today.”  
 

January 13, 

1948 

“Tuesday January 13th.  
It was still raining in the evening with a very high wind. Am so glad that we have had so 
little really cold weather. If it was as cold as last winter – how the people would suffer. 
Food situation is so very bad since Christmas with very little other than bread available. 
Wind and rain these past few days have caused houses to collapse. Hope the ones 
where people live don’t go to pieces – it is so dangerous.”  
 

April 23, 1948 

 

“Friday 23rd April 

[...] walked on to stop at a restaurant on the crossing of the lake where we had a 

wonderful lunch.  We can’t get over the marvelous food and we are so enjoying the milk.  

It is wonderful.  Wish our German friends could have some of it.  It just isn’t fair.”  
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