
PROHIBITION VOCABULARY 

Temperance: abstinence from alcoholic drink. 
Wet: vote or viewpoint in favor of alcohol. 
Dry: vote or viewpoint opposed to alcohol. 
Municipality: a city or town that has corporate status and local government. 
Bootlegging: illegal traffic of liquor in violation of legislative restrictions on its manufacture, 
sale, or transportation. 
Amendment: a change or addition to a legal document or constitution. 
Distillery: a place where liquor, especially hard liquor, is manufactured. 
Referendum: a general vote by the electorate on a single political question that has been 
referred to them for a direct decision. 
Propaganda: information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote or 
publicize a particular political cause or point of view. 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU): a large and influential women’s group 
founded in the 1870s that campaigned for labor laws, prison reform, suffrage, and temperance. 
Anti-Saloon League (A-SL): a powerful national organization founded in the 1890s that 
focused on the single issue of Prohibition 
 

PROHIBITION TIMELINE 

Use this list of events to help you get an idea of where Arizona fit in the midst of the 
national Prohibition movement. 
 
1851: Maine becomes the first state in the Union to prohibit the manufacture and sale of liquor, 
though the law was later repealed in 1856. 
1879: Frances Willard becomes head of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 
1893: Anti-Saloon League founded by Reverend Howard Hyde in Oberlin, OH. 
1900: Starting in Kiowa, KS, Carrie Nation begins a ten year crusade of smashing up saloons. 
June of 1913: Maricopa County holds a vote; voters decide to ban alcohol in all municipalities 
except for Phoenix. 
November of 1914: Arizona voters hold an initiative; voters decide to abolish alcohol statewide. 
January 16, 1919: The 18th Amendment is ratified, prohibiting alcohol in the entire United 
States. 
1920s: Gang violence is on the rise in every city in the United States. 
October of 1929: Stock market crash. 
1929-1941: The Great Depression. 
September of 1933: Arizona voters vote to repeal Prohibition. 
December 5, 1933: The 21st Amendment repealing Prohibition is ratified. 
 
(Sources: http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/prohibition/prohibition-nationwide/timeline/#, 
http://chandlerpedia.org/@api/deki/files/1099/=1913-06-06-1.jpg, 
http://archive.azcentral.com/travel/articles/2011/01/06/20110106arizona-prohibition.html) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MARICOPA COUNTY WET/DRY ELECTION RESULTS 

June, 1913 

Municipality/District Dry Votes Wet Votes 

TEMPE 

Tempe 300 152 

Tempe No. 2 (outside corporation) 111 10 

MESA 

Mesa (outside corporation) 208 26 

Mesa 262 254 

Alma Ward 130 12 

CHANDLER 

Chandler 43 27 

WICKENBURG 

Wickenburg 71 54 

WEST PHOENIX AREA 

Glendale No.1  195 37 

Glendale No. 2 76 2 

Fowler 36 10 

Peoria 42 18 

NORTH CENTRAL PHOENIX AREA 

Osborn 294 57 

Alhambra 51 14 

Heard 20 8 

EAST PHOENIX AREA 

Creighton 97 11 

Wilson 57 13 

SOUTHWEST VALLEY 

Arlington 4 29 

Palo Verde 38 10 

Liberty 43 3 

Buckeye 77 21 

 

***The only municipality whose votes are not included is Phoenix itself (final vote tally unavailable). The 

city of Phoenix itself voted “wet” by over 200 votes. The final vote for all of Maricopa County was 

80.4% dry, 19.6% wet. (Source: http://chandlerpedia.org/@api/deki/files/1099/=1913-06-06-1.jpg) 

1. Look at the vote count. Were most towns for or against the prohibition of alcohol? Was the vote 

close or not? 

2. Look at Chandler’s vote count along with other surrounding towns/districts. Why do you think 

small towns such as Chandler would decide to ban alcohol, whereas a big city like Phoenix would 

decide to keep it legal? 

***In November 1914, Arizona voters passed a referendum that banned alcohol at the state level by a 
margin of 25,587 votes to 22,743 votes. This election made alcohol illegal across the whole state. 


