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H: Good morning to you.  We are very excited to be with you here in your home at the Park
Regency.  We are going to ask you some different things about your family history and your
growing up, your experiences with historical events and just your experiences in Chandler.  We
are going to start with your family history.  Can you tell us about your father, what his was and
where he was born?

HZ:  My father’s name was John.  My mother’s name was Catherine.  Their last name was S Z O
T E K.

H:  What was her maiden name?

HZ:  Catherine L E W O N T S K I, and they both came from Poland.

H:  Where did they meet?  They meet in Poland?

HZ:  No, they arrived here in Chicago and that is where we were.

H:  They both were from Poland and they meet in Chicago?

HZ:  Yes, that is right.

H:  Do you know what year they got married?

HZ:  No, we don’t.  I tried to figure that out and I tried to figure her age and I couldn’t.  Let’s see
there was a brother before me and he was ten and I was five and that was in 1907 when I was five
and he was ten. So how far back would you go?

H:  That would be the late 1800’s.

HZ:  So they would have to be born in the late 1870’s or late 1860’s.

H:  What kind of work did your father do?

HZ:  I couldn’t tell you.  I guess whatever work there was to do.

H:  What kind of memories do you have about him?

HZ: Not very many and not to good.
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H: Ok, and how about your mom?

HZ:  Mom was a very wonderful person.  She worked very hard to bring us three children up.

H:  [Clock chimes in the back ground]  That sounds very good.   Where did you get that?

HZ:  My niece in Florida gave it to me.  It is so pretty.

H:  Yeah.  There were three children in the family?

HZ:  Just one son.

H:  Ok.  What was his name?

HZ:  Walter Henry Barton.  He was born June 22, 1925.    He had a birthday already.

H:  Then who else was there?

HZ:  There was my sister Catherine she was four years younger than I was.  Then we had a
brother Peter and he was born when I was ten.  They have both passed away.

Do you know when they were born?

HZ:  Well not exactly I was ten years old.  He was born in 1917.  The day I couldn’t tell you.

H:  Then, you, when were you born?

HZ:  I was born October 2, 1907.

H; So, Peter was the oldest?

HZ:  I was the oldest.

H: Oh, you were the oldest then Peter, Catherine and Walter.

HZ:  Yeah.

H:  Ok, I got it.  Where were you born and where did you grow up?

HZ:  I was born in south Chicago.

H: What kind of home did you have or neighborhood?

HZ:  Well, the usual poor home.  My mother and father separated before Peter was born.  I
haven’t seen him from that time on.
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H:  Did your mon have to go to work?

HZ:  Oh, yes.  She went to work and then she had Peter and she went to work and she worked
until she passed away.

H:  What kind of work did she do?

HZ:  House work.  I don’t think she had any extra education.  She worked in house work and
whatever she could do.

H:  So you helped in the house raising the children?

HZ:  Yes, I had to take care of the two other children.

H:  What are some of your favorite stories from growing up?

HZ:  Oh, I went to the parochial school and the sisters were very good to me.  But when I was
fourteen I had to leave and I went to work at the Sherwood Music School in Chicago as a page girl
and then I finished my grammar school in night school so that I could graduate.  I spent two years
in night school and working daytime.

H:  You were just a very motivated person?

HZ:  Well, I felt like I should study as much as I could.

H:  What did you do as a page girl?

HZ:  Dashed around here and there putting letters around and whatever they asked me to do I
did.

H:  Did you enjoy it?

HZ:  Oh, sure.

H:  So what about after you finished schooling what sort of things did you do?

HZ:    After I finished schooling I worked at the day nursery for a year.   And whatever my
mother wanted, I took care of the children while she worked.  In 1924 my mother married me off.

H:  Really?

HZ:  I don’t know why but she did.

H:  What does that mean exactly?
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HZ:  I think in Europe they had a system between parents and how they picked me I don’t know.
But anyway she married me off to Walter and we were married in 1924 in May and in June 1925
Walter was born and in 1926 a tragedy came into our home and our marriage was disallowed and
I was left unconscious and with a child to support.  I never got any further support from my
husband because he had to take care of the other problem that he got into.  That was life until I
got another job at a bowling alley and I met Rex Ingram and he was a marvelous friend to me and
I mean a friend for nine solid years.  Whenever I had a problem or something he would there to
help me the best he could.  Then in 1936 Walter was at camp, I want to say Mormon, but not
Mormon, or whatever his religion was not the same as mine.  So we hesitated about getting
married because he didn’t know how his mother would take it.  But at the psychological moment
we got married, went and pickup Walter from the camp and we started a brand new life.  We
were married in 1936 and he passed away in 1972.  Kind of a sad story.

H:  So how do you get through those times?

HZ:  After he passed away his friend John came over to help me as much as he could.  My
husband and     I were looking one when he went out for a walk and he never came back, he had
Alzheimer’s, his name was Rex Ingram.  He walked out one morning as he usually walked while I
made breakfast but this particular morning he never came back.  So it was eighty-three days later
that they found him up at the mountain.  In the meantime John had come over because I had
called him, he was his friend and he was widower he had lost his wife a couple years previous and
he came over and we looked and we looked every place we could think of.  We couldn’t find him.
Then finally my grandson who lives in Arizona called me and said grandma I want you to come
over and stay with me for a little while.  So I packed up and got in the car and drove to Arizona
and I was there two days, no three days, the third day I got a telephone call from the Police in
Hammock.  We lived in Hammock, California when he passed away.  They called me to tell me
that his body was found.  Then I came back and we buried the ashes or whatever they did, but I
was in turmoil it was a terrible experience.  That was it.  After Rex had died, john kept coming
down to help me with the gardening and different papers that had to be taken care of and so on
and so forth.  Then we decided to get married.  When he married his wife she was not catholic so
he never got to go to communion on Sunday.  And I married someone who was not catholic and I
couldn’t go to communion for all those years.  But when John and I decided to get married we got
married at the courthouse because we couldn’t get married in the church because Walter Sr. was
still living.  It went on until 19 … well in 1973 we meet at my son’s house in Illinois and we decided
to get married in the courthouse.  So that was the beginning of our married life.  We were all
together, John, myself, and Walter Jr.

H:  That was John Zagar?

HZ:  Yes, his name was John Zagar.    He and I were married for twenty years.  He passed away
with cancer in 1992 or 1993.  I can’ remember.  Since then I have been alone.  So I was Barton,
Ingram and Zagar.

H:  What about Szotek?
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HZ:  That was my father’s name, then I Barton, Ingram, and Zagar.  So there were three years,
forty-four years, and twenty years.

H:  So when you married John where were you living?
HZ:  We were living in Hammock, California.  Do you know where that is?  Do you know Palm
Springs?

H:  Yes, I do.

HZ:  Hammock is south of there about fifty miles.

H:  So you are used this kind of weather?

HZ:  We lived in a mobile home. For twenty-nine years.

H:  So what brought you out to Arizona?

HZ: In 1998 I had a stroke in California and when I got better a decision had to be made as to
whether I was going to stay there or come here.  So I called Walter and he said he said we would
rather have you come here and so that was the decision and I came here.  Sold everything I had in
Hammock and came over here. I have been here since 2001.

H:  You told us a lot about your history but I am trying to figure something out about your
personality.  I am looking around your apartment and seeing a lot of flowers.  Do you like flowers?

HZ:  Oh, I love flowers.  I got that bouquet of flowers just two days ago.  I have three visitors that
come over to visit me.  The visitor that gave me the flowers comes once a month, Kathleen and
Greg and they are from the Lutheran Church and they also go see Walter and Roslyn they are
also friends.  The other one is a former nun who comes over and visits with me for an hour on
Friday.  The other one is a retired nurse, Peggy, and she comes on Saturday.  God has provided
me some very wonderful friends and I have a friend in California who has been calling me every
single day for the last five or six years.  She is also blind.

H:  So, you are considered legally blind?

HZ:  They told me I wouldn’t go blind but I just can’t see.

H:  You get around your apartment fine?

HZ: Yes, I can see the TV if I am sitting up close. But I can’t read anything.    But I can play
cards, because I can see the numbers.

H:  What do you like to play?

HZ:  Hand and Foot, I think there are four or six of us that are playing.
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H:  You have friends down here?

HZ:  Yes, in the library.  I pick myself up and I go and play cards and have my dinner and then
come home.

H:  You say that you pick yourself up and how do you do that, the other thing that I see or notice
are a lot of religious artifacts?  You seem very spiritual or religious, has that helped you get
through?

HZ:  Oh, yes, I belong to the St. Andrews Church, a catholic church, and I see the TV Mass every
Sunday.   And Gary from the church brings communion every Sunday.  This is a great, great
blessing.  I think it keeps me going.

H:  I am also looking at your and how do you kept your skin so nice?

HZ:  Some days I don’t have very much.  Like yesterday I was so tired and so worn out but I
picked myself up and went down and had dinner.  It wasn’t very good but I ate it.

H:  Food is a big deal in places like this.

HZ:  You have to do your best every single day.

H:  I like that so you pick yourself up.

HZ:  And put my shoes on and off I go.

H:  You do the best you can every day.  I like that.  I also had a question about your skin.  How do
you do it?

HZ:  Well, just the same the thing I have done all these years.

H: Ok, tell us>

HZ:  It is not as hard for me to take a shower but to set my hair but if I manage to get at least
three or four curlers on top of my head I feel I have done ok.

H:  You have beautiful hair too.

HZ:  Thank you.

H:  For those of us out here who want to know your secret, do you use a special lotion?

HZ:  I use, Oil of Olay.

H: Oil of Olay.
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HZ:  that has been what I use all the time.

H:  We should let them know that it is working so well.  And now for historical moments, big
events in history, what really stands out to you, you have witnessed a lot in your lifetime?  In the
country and the world, what really stands out to you?

HZ:  What really stands out to me in the world to living or ….

H: Major historical moments like the war.

HZ:  Well I will tell you I like everything about the world.  I traveled a lot and I saw so much.  I
was in Amsterdam.  I was in Italy and the Vatican.  I went to Alaska.   I have been to so many
places.  And I played golf.  I think that is why I am still around is because golf was really the thing
for us.  Every chance we got we went out and played golf.   I played golf until I was 90.   I don’t
mean I played it.  I pushed the ball around.

H:  But you loved it?

HZ:  Oh, I loved it.   I loved traveling and meeting the different people and knowing their ways.  It
was just great.

H:  It certainly opens your eyes?

HZ:  Yes, and we have so many good wonderful people here too.  I play pool.

H: Now?

HZ:  Yes.

H: All right.

HZ:  I enjoy that too.

H: It seems that one of your secrets, not really a secret, is keeping active and friendships.

HZ:  I feel kind of left out because I can’t hear what is going on.  I can’t read what is going on.
But I still manage somehow.  I was going to go to a rummage sale they were having but the day
went by and I missed it.  So I couldn’t get any rummage.

H:  Next time.  Speaking about nice people around here, what are some things about Chandler
that you like?

HZ:  I haven’t had a chance to see very much of it but I have been quite a number places.  It is
great.  I think it is ok.  If I were able to go on my own and experience it would be different.  I used
to go shopping on Monday.  When everyone went to the rummage stores and I would go with
them.  It was nice.  It is meeting the people and being with them.
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H:  There are some very nice people here.

HZ:  Yes.  I am invited to a luncheon.  I think it is the 17 th.  I am getting a pedicure on the 17th and
going to a luncheon.   The lady lives right around the corner, around the bend.  Her husband has
Alzheimer’s.  While the girl was taking care of him down in the poolroom we were playing cards I
let him pick up a pool stick and we played pool and he beat me.  He had Alzheimer’s and I didn’t.
But he didn’t forget that.  She enjoyed it and they are going to have a special dinner for him.  So I
am invited on the 17th.

H:  Very good.  The state is turning one hundred next year and Chandler is turning one hundred
also.  A lot of young people are going to be learning more about their state and about the history
like what you have provided to us like growing up in hard times and getting through it.  Is there
anything else you would like to know?

HZ:  You what I am reading now, I have a little sheet and I get cassettes.  You probably don’t
know her, Perkins.  She was the first woman that entered Washington D. C. during Theodore
Roosevelt’s time.  Do you remember?

H:  No, I don’t remember but I have heard about it.

HZ:  But this was in the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.  But the story is all about what happened in
government. And all the hard times they had.  It tells so many things that are happening to us
right now.  It is just wonderful.    The cassette is right around the corner from you, it is on the
little thing there.

H:  You have the talking book.

HZ:  Yes.  Let me put this on for you.

H:  These are great.

HZ:  They mail you the cassettes.  Now listen.

[Playing a cassette tape, talking books.}

HZ:  I enjoy it because I can hear it.  I take it to bed at night and after I get ready I set it nest to
my ear and I listen and at nighttime I fall asleep.

H:  But there it is, history is repeating itself.   O what do you remember from those times that we
should remember now?

HZ:  There are the hard times that happened, the CCC or whatever they had.  Not everything
because I didn’t have time to think.  I worked from morning until late at night.  After the tragedy
I had no time to myself.  It was doing as much as I could to earn enough money to find someone to
take care of Walter so he would have a good home when I couldn’t give it to him.
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H:  Then it was survival?

HZ:  By the time he was ten we got married and then that was a home until he was eighteen and
then he went into the service, so I was very great full for that.  Well, then other things, I was just
shocked so much and also I lost my second pregnancy during the tragedy.

H:  Oh.

HZ:  Which to me was very pathetic.  I guess it was meant for me to have it because I had enough
problems trying to raise one child rather than two children.  But I miss not having a daughter
because I hear these people that have daughters and they come over and they visit them.  Now this
one that lives over here she has family in Pennsylvania and they asked her to come over and she
was gone for three weeks.  She came back and she hugged me and she told me all about her trip
and now they want her to come back for a month.  Imagine asking somebody like this, an old
person to come and live with them for a month.  It is just great and sweetie, I don’t think, I think
we need a lesson to teach young people to look after the elderly people.  I know they are busy too.
They do a lot of think and I understand it because when I was young I was doing a lot of things
too, I was hardly able to do anything else.  But there are so many people that are so lonely.  I
would go down to the Alzheimer’s place.  You know we have an Alzheimer’s place here.

H:  Right in this building?

HZ:  Right here in this building.  I would go visit over there and I would just see these people
sitting in the lobby, just sitting there.  You say hello to them and they didn’t even answer you.  I
thought oh my god, now I am learning.  I sit here and there is nobody around.  But I talk to God
and Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  They keep me going.  Are you catholic, probably not?

H:  We can talk about it off tape.

HZ:  I don’t care what religion there is as long as you believe there is only one God.  That he is our
creator.  He has given us a lot and when our time comes we go.  We go back home where we
belong.  That is my way of thinking.  But why he is keeping me around but I want to stay.  You
know my Walter and Roslyn are having their 65 th anniversary.

H:  Wow.

HZ:  Can you imagine being married sixty-five years?  I have a special card for them and I will
show it to you before you leave.

H:  Ok.  So Walter is your son and his wife is Roslyn.  Do you have grandchildren?

HZ:  Yes.  There is Richard. Roger and Susan.  Then there are great grandchildren.  There is
Joanie, Sarah, and Mark.  Now I have a great great-grand daughter who is sixteen and her name
is Mary.  They all live in Illinois.
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H:  You have a son here in Arizona?

HZ:  Yes, just Walter.  That is all I have.  My sister’s family is in Indiana and my brothers family
is in Indiana also I have good correspondence with both of them.  But now since I can’ write, they
call me.

H:  We have covered a lot and I was just wondering if you hit the stuff that is important?  What is
great about these interviews is we can ask questions but you came up with some real gems.  You
gave us some nice quotes that we would like to pass on to others and your experiences with life.
That is wonderful.  What we are looking for is some insight from you and we got it.  We really
appreciate it.

HZ:  Well good I am glad I did.

H: Is there anything else?

HZ:  As you were talking I was going to tell you something.  Oh, I have a joke.

H:  Ok, let’s get it.

HZ:  I heard it yesterday.  I heard it two days ago.  A General took his wife shopping and when
they came back to their apartment or house, they had some bundles to take in.  So they got out of
the car and the General saw a soldier standing right there doing nothing.  So he called him over
and said, I would like you to take in some bundles for me.  So the soldier picked up the General’s
wife over his shoulder and he put her in the living room.  That was a bundle.

[Laughing.]

HZ:  I don’t tell it right.

H:  You did all right.  The other thing about you is the sense of humor.   You definitely have a
sense of humor.

HZ:  We laugh over here until we are silly about it.

H:  I will tell you if you come to our party next year I will give you the microphone and you can
tell the story.

HZ:  Oh, golly, I hope I can remember by then.

H:  Thank you so much.

[END OF INTERVIEW]
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