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Transcribed by: Gordon Benson

HR:  I am here at the Senior Center with Maynard White who is 104 years old.  They just had a
birthday party for him on May 8.  My name is Heidi Ross, a volunteer for the Centenarian
Project.  So Maynard thank you for meeting with us today.  We are going to start with your family
history.  What is the name of your father?

MW:  James Robert White.

HR:  Where was he born?

MW:  In Jamestown, California.

HR:  What kind of work did he do?

MW:  The first that I heard of was that he was driving a logging truck.  He and my uncle Anthony
were hauling logs out of the Sierras by wagon.  I am assuming and guessing at this that they were
taking them down to San Andreas, California.  It is the town where the frog jump is each year in
Calaverse County.  I would assume that would be the place they were taking the longs to.

HR:  When you were a child what kind of work did he do?

MW:  The first that I knew of was that he managed a Dairy of fifty cows.

HR:  It sounds like he could do just about anything.  You do what you had to do.

MW:  He was a farmer and miscellaneous things and anything he could get to do.

HR:  What do you remember the most about your father?

MW:  Well it seemed that he was never satisfied with what he was doing and he seemed to jump
from one thing to another.  He wasn’t quite sure, apparently, where he wanted to fit in.  I could
name various things I guess, if you would like to know that.   He started with a Dairy and then he
got into leveling land for irrigating then he got into farming and then he worked in an ice plant in
Modesto for a very short while and then in 1922 I graduated from grammar school, in February
1922, and my dad had gone to Oakland and went to work as a carpenter.  That is how we got into
the Bay Area and so I spent, well, I went to Junior High on 35 th Avenue and the second year I
started my sophomore year at Fremont High and then I was offered a job at Colman’s Market at
twenty-five dollars a week.  Since my dad hadn’t been working very much I decided to go out and
work and that is what I did.
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HR:  What grade was that?

MW:  It was in my second year of high school, sophomore year.

HR:  So you were fourteen or fifteen years old?

MW:  Fifteen years old.

HR: Fifteen years old.

MW:  Yes.

HR:  Did you have to move a lot?

MW:  Did we move a lot?  Yes, we did.

HR:  What do you remember about that?

MW:  I don’t remember a lot, it seemed that we just moved very frequently.  He decided he
wanted to do something else and as a boy I did not think anything about it.  Whatever they did I
went along with.

HR:  You were not consulted back those days about moving or not?

MW:  No.

HR:  Was it hard to make friends?

MW:  Was it hard to make friends?  No really.  I played baseball and basketball in the seventh
and eighth grades.  Then when I went to Fremont I went to work and my boss was a member of
the Church of the Brethren in Oakland, he kept after me to go to the church, which I finally did,
he and my brother.  They had a basketball team and a baseball team also.  I played on the
basketball team.  I also played on the baseball team during the baseball season.

HR:  So this was for the church?

MW:  Yes, for the church.  The same for the basketball they had a league and we would go down
to the valley and play the valley churches in Modesto and Waterford.

HR:  So you didn’t have any trouble meeting people?

MW:  No.

HR:  So how about we go back to your mother now.  What was her name?

MW:  Minnie May White.
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HR:  Do you know her maiden name?

MW:  Her name was Beckley.

HR:  Where was she from originally?

MW:  She was from cold country up north as was my dad.  I am sure that was where they meet
but where they meet I am not sure.  In those days they had the dances in the location where all the
farmers meet they had a dance hall.  Some of the churches believed in dancing and some did not.
My dad played the violin, his family was very musical and his younger brother played the trap
drums, the piano and coronet and another brother played the trap drums.   So they had pretty
much an orchestra in the family.  I am not sure how many children they had, but I think it was
eleven or twelve.

HR:  So it was quite a band.  Did your mother work outside of the home?

MW:  Yes she did but she didn’t work steady all the time not until later years.  She did take care
of a sick lady in Modesto when we lived there.  But we only lived there a short while.  Then her
neighbor across the street had a baby and she went over there and helped, instead of a Doctor,
then the baby was born.

HR:  So she helped deliver the baby?

MW:  Yes.  They did a lot of that in those days.    Doctors were not available, so you did what you
had to do.

HR:  So she was a handy person.  What else do you remember about your mother.

MW:  When we moved into Oakland she went to work at the Highland Hospital and worked in
the kitchen there.

HR:  I used to live down the street from Highland Hospital.

MW:  Near 14th Avenue.

HR: Yeah, not to far.

MW:  That is were my mother left our dad soon after us kids were married.  I was married and
my brother was in college and my sister was married.    So she left my dad and went to work at the
Highland Hospital.  She lived on 14 th Avenue and I am not sure what street it was now, just down
below the Highland Hospital.    Her sister lived just up the hill from 14 th Avenue.   Very close to
where my mother lived and they used to go to dances together.  My mother was a very good
dancer and she and her partner won a couple of prizes.   The Waltz, she was a very good dancer I
understand.    But it is funny she never ever talked to us about it.   I wonder why, but I think the
reason for that was that my dad so very much against her going to dances and that caused a lot of
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problems and that was one of the reasons she left.  She wanted to have a little fun in her life and
my dad was against it.   So it caused a lot of problems.

HR: She was a free spirit and an independent lady?

MW:  Yeah.  I am glad she did it, my dad would complain but never did anything.  They never
went any place, no recreation.  So I really don’t blame my mother.  Like I say , she loved to dance.

HR:  That is ni d.  She sounds like she was fun?

MW:  Yes, that is right and she was a good mother.   She was moral.  That is one thing people had
good moral principles.  We never had any alcohol in our home, tobacco, drugs, and no alcohol.

HR:  So she raised you up right?

MW:  Yes.
HR:  You passed on those good moral principles?

MW:  I think I did.  We got to going to the Church of the Brethren and of course they were
against it and we were very active in the church.  I was more so before I got married and my wife
was from Empire, California that is a little town in the valley.  Then the college, Laverne College,
has a college quartet and they advertised that the college quartet was coming to Oakland to sing
on one particular Sunday.  So our young peoples group invited the valley groups to come up and
we gave a skating party at the Oakland Roller Rink on Grove Street in Oakland.  That is where I
meet my wife, skating with her a few times and then that was the end of it.  They came to here the
quartet on Sunday and then went home.  I didn’t think much about it.  Then in the fall the church
had an assembly down near Santa Cruz, California and I had never gone before so I decided to go
down there.  That lasted about three or four days.  I still had some time on my vacation so I got it
in my head that I would go down and see this girl in the valley.

HR:  I saw her picture and I see why.

MW:  So that is what I did, I went down.  I think she almost fell off her chair when I walked into
her office.  I didn’t even know where she worked or anything.  But I did know another friend of
ours that would know and I found later that he had dated her.  He was a very nice fellow.  In fact I
was best man for his older brother in later years.  But anyway I went and saw Mr. Hinney and he
said she works over at the Standard Auto Supply.  So I walked into the office of the Standard
Auto Supply.  I thnk my wife nearly fell off her chair because she wasn’t expecting me any more
than a man from Mars.  So anyway I asked her for a date and we had a date that night and went
dancing and that was the end of our romance.

HR:  So you really courted her?  I heard on the radio today that going out one on one doesn’t
happen much anymore.    So that is really nice to here.  It sounded like it was beautiful for her and
she appreciated it.
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MW:  Yeah, well it turned out that I would go down there every two or three weeks.  I was active
in the church and treasurer for about twenty-five years and during that time they saw fit to select
me as one of the deacons in the church.    So I was installed as a deacon in the church.  Our part
was to visit the sick people.  Consult with them on any problems they might have for counsel you
might say.   Of course going down to the valley all the time took me away from that so I told them
not to put me on the ballot for treasurer because I was gone so much and then I could go down in
the valley more often too.

HR:  How long did you court Lela?

MW:  About a year and a half or so.  It could have been two years.  I wasn’t in any hurry.  I
wanted to get my feet on the ground.  My folks didn’t have much financially and I wanted to get
my feet on the ground.  I had worked for Mr. Colman for about years in the grocery store as a
delivery boy.  I had heard through a salesman about that Mr. McReynolds, his store was about ten
or twelve blocks up Hopkins Street that is now McArthur Blvd.  He offered me five dollars a week
more so I left and went to work for him.  I did the same thing.  I had learned to buy produce.  I
could see that he was going down and buying it himself.  He was relying on this man and he would
telephone him at the market and give him an order for the things he needed and they would pick
them up and bring them out to him.  I could see right away he was not getting quality
merchandise and he was paying enormous prices for it too.  So I suggested that I would go down
to the markets in the morning and do the shopping.  I was sure I could save him some money.  He
said if you want do it Whitey, he called me Whitey.  You go ahead and do it.  So I started going
down to the markets in the morning buying the produce for the store.  He could see that I was
familiar with it.  I got complemented by him, by getting a five dollar raise.  His wife also
commented on the quality of the produce.  We had a Safeway right across the street and they do
not go for quality.  Our sales picked up tremendously in the produce department.  People would
come in and say Safeway is a little cheaper on strawberries but they would buy ours.  They would
pay a little bit more and quality stuff.   It worked out very well.

HR:  You are a good businessman without any training but with your former boss.

MW:  I could see what my former boss was doing.  I got acquainted with the fellows down at the
market because I followed him around.

HR:  So that was your training?

MW:  Yes, so even if I wasn’t going to school I was learning all about produce.  I was getting a
little education on the side.  That helped me.  I worked for him for about nine years.  But I wanted
to naturally advance so I talked to several salesmen and put my application in at Heinz Company.
So after nine years I got a call from them and they wanted to interview me.  So I went up and had
an interview and they hired me for the San Francisco territory.  They were undeveloped small
accounts.  Sdo I was covering all of San Francisco on foot.

HR:  That is pretty hilly.
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MW:  Carried about a forty pound handbag of samples and hot soup or whatever they ere selling
at the time, maybe tomato juice.  Could be macaroni or anything.  They usually had something in
a thermos bottle that could be sampled.  But anyway I traveled by streetcar or on foot.  I had
calluses on my hand from carrying the suitcase.  They were blisters to start with and then went to
calluses.  So I really got a work out I will tell you that.

HR:  Really strong legs and back?

MW:  Even today I think my good legs was from walking.

HR:  Going up and down those hills building those calf muscles.
MW:  Then I had baseball and basketball, so I kept myself in pretty good shape.

HR:  Your lungs were very healthy?

MW:  Yes, I would exercise right along, say in baseball and basketball and the Heinz activity.
Then I worked for the Sunshine Biscuit Company as a salesman after a few years.  There again I
was making more money.  I was selling to the grocery stores.  I had in mind of getting into
business for myself and I had talked to a man with the Sunshine Biscuit Company and he called
me one day and said he was getting promoted to a head salesman.  His territory was going to be
open.  He thought if I saw Mr. Matthews, the headman of the Sunshine Biscuit Company in
Oakland, he felt that I would have a good chance, but I thought I would because this guy had been
with the company for about thirty years and he was top man.  So I went and talked to Mr.
Matthews, so I got a job with them.  I was the salesman for about the same territory that I had
been working for Heinz.  So that was another step up the ladder.

HR:  Obviously you had a lot of interaction with a lot of different people.  What was your
philosophy about customer service?

MW:  My philosophy was, making friends with the merchant, and present your product, and be
honest with them in your dealings always.   It paid off.   My sales were always good and I always
made my quotas.  After five or six years with them I had heard about a little sales territory in San
Francisco and it was distributing shelled nuts in cellophane bags.  At that time cellophane was just
becoming popular.

HR:  What year was that?

MW:  That was about 1931 or 32

HR:  You were right in the midst of the depression?

MW:  Yes, that is right.  I am glad you mentioned that because one day the boss came to me and
he called me Whitey and said I am going to have to cut you back five dollars a week.  If you think
you can find something better you are welcome to take time off to go out and see what you can
find.  I said no and I stayed with him.  That about the time of depression and about the time of
Roosevelt, the period of time that he was President.  I don’t remember exactly but probably was
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two or three years and then I got my five dollars back again because things started to pick up.  So
I had my raise back again.

HR:  You knew that things would turn around?

MW:  I felt that it would and I knew it would hard to find something else or find anything any
better.  They were a nice company to work for, so I just stuck it out.

HR:  You were very loyal, sounds like?

MW:  Yes, I felt like that.  As time went on there was a sales territory in San Francisco that was
up for sale and this guy was a distributor of shelled nuts in the cellophane bags.  That is when
cellophane bags were becoming popular.  This fellow had done it for years in San Francisco and
the peninsula and a little bit in Marin County.  The fellow who told me about it was a broker for
the Wyler Company and he said if you want to go over and meet Mr. Bayless, he was the one who
had the territory for sale.  He said, I will pick you up, and take you over there and introduce you
to him and see what you can work out.  So he did pick me up and we went over and talked with
Mr. Bayless and it sounded good to me.  He wanted three thousand dollars for the territory and I
didn’t have three thousand dollars but I knew that I could borrow it from a former boss.  So I told
him I would take the territory.  I did talk to my former boss and he loaned me the three thousand
dollars.  So I gave the Biscuit Company notice that I was going to leave, and I kind of a hated that
because they had treated me fine.  But that was a chance to get into something for myself.   They
were distributing the Lindsay Nut line, they had the territory in Oakland and they had their own
salesman.  Then Mr. Bayless had the San Francisco territory, and down on the peninsula and also
in Marin County.  He had some real good accounts.  Anyway, I started out on my own.

HR:  What did you call it?

MW:  Whites Food Products Company, well I didn’t change it I just let everything go.  But then a
year later I decided I was going to change it to Whites Food Products Company.

HR:  What year was that?

NW:  That was about 1922 or 23, along in there, 24 maybe.

HR:  I thought you said 1932?

MW:  Yes, it was, I am sorry about that.

HR:  You were actually with the biscuit company at the early part of the depression?

MW:  It was in the 1930’s.

HR:  You were able to buy a business at that time is incredible.
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MW:  I worked nine years, five years and that is fourteen years and add fifteen to that.  How
much is that?

HR: Twenty-nine.

MW:  Twenty-nine, so that would be about 1930 then.

HR:  Ok.

MW: In 1930, that is about when the depression was.  So that ties in.

HR:  How long did you have your company?

MW:  For thirty-two years.

HR:  Now in this picture it says Whites Foods in 1982.

NW:  When I sold out I was seventy years old.

HR:  How many hours a day did you work?

MW:  When I was in business for myself?

HR:  Yes.

MW:  Well, I would say five and a half but when you are in business for yourself you are working
at home.

HR:  That is for sure.

MW:  I was just going to tell you what I did after that.  After I bought the business, there was a
fellow in Oakland in the same type of business and I knew he had done very well.   There was a
products company who did the same thing, packed nuts under the Gain Products label.  He was in
financial trouble after I had been business about three years.  I debated and thought that is going
to be sold by the Board of Trade.  So I will go down and put in a bid, three thousand dollars.  This
same boss that I borrowed money from went down with me and said Whitey I will go down and if
you don’t want me that will be fine.   So we listened and there was another fellow that out bid me
by about three or four hundred dollars.  I knew I could raise it five percent so I got up and said I
raise this five percent.  So now I had two businesses.   I had the White Foods Products Company
and the Gain Foods Products Company.  Then after a short period of time I changed the Gain
Label to the White Label.  So now I had two companies but not only that there was this friend of
my mine that was about three or four distributors and there was another one down in Santa Cruz
I was packing nuts for him under another label.   So I was expanding pretty fast.  I had the Valley
Merchandise Company that we had sold products to them.  Then from the Sacramento area a
grocer came in and bought our merchandise and was selling it for me.  So my business all of a
sudden skyrocketed.  Like I say everything was going fine.  I was always looking for new items to
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sell.  I was in the grocery store one day and I saw a plastic container of Orange Jello and it was
very, very pretty.  I got to thinking what could I pack in a plastic container that we could sell off
our trucks and at that time we had seven trucks.  I thought about a fruit mix because I had
worked in grocery store.  I knew the holidays there was a lot fruitcake made and it fit right in with
the nut blend we were selling and I said how about that.

HR:  Like dried fruit?

MW:  Glazed fruit.   I was selling dried fruit but that was a minor item.   So I got some glazed
fruit, orange, lemon other citrus, and pineapple.  I got too playing around with it and came up
with a plan.  So then one year I thought I would get a very small cheap label and put it in some of
the markets and see how it goes.  I did that and really it just took off.   I had no trouble getting
distribution.  So then the next year I got a fellow to design a label, just a plain label and I had a
white, very clean white lid with red and green lettering, White’s Food Products Company fruit
mix and green cherries, etc. etc.  The next year we really went into it and it went like gangbusters.
I think it was the next year and fellow walks into my office and says I am so and so and represent
the military in northern California.  I saw your product in the stores and I liked what I saw and
would you be interested in selling to the military.   That gave me fourteen military bases.   I got
everything in northern California including Alaska.

HR:  You couldn’t have dreamed that.

MW:  Our sales just skyrocketed and those guys were selling it at wholesale at that time and we
sold tons of the glazed fruit at that time.

HR:  Were you the first to do anything like that at that time?

MW:  Its plastic? Yeah, the first one in plastic.  There are several others now.

HR:  Did you have any hopes or dreams of what you wanted to do after you finished school and
grew up?

MW:  No.

HR:  You just took life as it came?

MW:  Yeah.  But the man who made my glazed fruit for me in southern California saw what I did
and he started packing in plastic.

HR:  It caught on.

MW:  It caught on.  A little light on another one, birthday candles, that was a brainstorm.  It was
very simple but I knew that I had been in the grocery store I knew pretty well what would sell.
You could buy them in the boxes with a little plastic window but you can’t see what is in it.    We
had thirty-six candles in each one and we had display racks for them.  In the markets we
furnished them and had very spots for them.  They made thirty percent on our merchandise and



10

that is pretty good for a grocery.  I thought how about taking those candles dump them in a
cellophane bag put a label on it and put them on the racks and they ill sell because you can see the
product.

HR:  Yeah, because they are pretty?

MW:  Yeah, they are pretty.  So I got some labels and put these candles on a rack and bingo they
started selling.
HR:  Same product?

MW:  Same product.  I was small and I was working by myself and that was one of the first things
I did.  I am reversing my self.

HR:  That is ok.

MW:  I walked into the store in Daily City and the first thing the guys, Mr. White, don’t leave me
any more birthday candles.  I have got them up on shelf and got to get rid of them.  They were
buying mine for fifteen cents and they could buy those on the shelf for ten cents.  But they could
see mine and they could those.  I’ll tell you what I will do.  I will give you a bag for every box that
you have.   So that is what I did.  I took the candles off his hands.  We continued to sell a lot of
birthday candles.   Then people who made the candles starting packing them bulk for me.  We
were buying such big quantities.

HR:  How did you do all your paper work?  You didn’t have computers?  You must have had
somebody who helped you.

MW:  When I bought out the Gain Company I brought my wife into the company.  She had a lot
of experience in bookkeeping.  She ran the office and I took care of the salesmen.  We had seven at
that time.  During the holidays we were hiring about twenty-three or twenty-four people about the
first of September and I started out by myself and with my sister.  That is how our business grew.

HR:  A family business?  I am going to go way back here when you were born.  You mention this
briefly, May 8, 1907.   Which city in California were you born?

MW:  Series is where I was born but Modesto was of importance about five miles away.  I was
really born out in the country between the two.  I would say Modesto.

HR:  But it really was the little town of?

MW:  Modesto, California.

HR:  I see a picture here of your mom, brother and sister.  Is it Rowena?

MW:  Yes.  She is two years older June the 5 th.

HR:  Then you have brother who is younger?
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MW:  He is two years younger.    He was a May guy too, May 19.

HR:  Oh, around the same time, very nice.   As you say, you are the only leaf on the tree.  Are you
the only one in your family who has lived to 100?

MW:  I am the last one in our family.  My wife’s younger sister is still alive.  She is the last one on
my wife’s side of the family.   She has Alzheimer’s and is still alive.

HR:  She is still in California?

MW:  Yes, southern California.  She is in a nursing home really.

HR:  You mentioned where you were grown up in our discussion here.  You mentioned that you
had several homes.  One of my questions here is to describe your home but you have had several
homes?

MW:  our most recent home was in Oakland, California on Rodeo Avenue.  Is that what you want
or do you want something more than that?

HR:  It is up to you, you mentioned that you have been in several different areas.  I guess what we
should ask is what is your favorite memories from your childhood?  Some of the stories you have.
You mentioned going to church, but what about things early on.  I remember a story at your 104 th

birthday about Dennis that you told the Mayor.   Were you pretty young back then?

MW:  That would be about 1920 because we moved to Oakland in 1922.

HR:  So you were a teenager?

MW:  Yes, do you want the story about the pig we raised?

HR:  I think it would be nice to have it on tape and if you have another too.  It is one of your vivid
memories from your younger days?

MW:  Would you like to hear it?

HR:  Yes.

MW:  We lived on a farm and we always had a cow.  It was up to me to milk the cow.  My uncle
was a invalid and his mother took care of him.  They lived down the road a ways and they raised
pigs, so every once in awhile a sow would have more pigs than she could feed so you get a runt.  In
that case my dad would bring the runt home and we would put him on a bottle just like a baby
and feed them.  When they got big enough we sold them.  That is where you made a little spending
money. We didn’t have any spending money.  We didn’t have that much money period.  We had
this little red pig and called him Dennis.  He would follow me around every place I went.  I would
go out to milk the cow and I would squirt him.  He liked that, he thought it was pretty good stuff.
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I went out to milk the cow one day and the cow didn’t have any milk, oh, what is going on out
here.  I don’t remember if it was the next day or the after that.  I went out there and here was little
Dennis just tugging away at the cow.  He was helping himself.

HR:  An unusual sight?

MW:  I thought about that later but I don’t have a picture of that.   That would have been
priceless today.  We had to make a harness for him to keep him away from the cow.  He just ran
around like a pet dog.   Then we finally sold him.

HR:  What a little character.   Are there any other stories or influencial books that you
remember?

MW:  I never read much.

HR:  It sounds like you were always business helping out the family, keeping busy with sports and
played outside a lot?

MW:  The helping out with the family came later after I started working.  My folks didn’t have
much money, but we had all the food we needed and cloths, but nothing fancy.  We didn’t have the
money to go the vacations and things like that, like so many kids have.

HR:  What do you tell yourself when you see other people doing things you wanted to do?

MW:  One thing I remember, a friend of mine had roller skates and boy I would give anything to
have a pair of roller skates.  We finally did get roller skates and what we did was make boxcars
out of them.  We improvised because we didn’t have money so we improvised.   A two by four with
an apple box on it with handle bars on the top.  But we made it though.  We started from scratch
and took a skate.  We would get a pair of skates so we could have two boxcars.  I am sure that was
after my brother was born.  So that is one of the things I remember that I missed.  But then when I
got older I was in sports and so I was busy doing other things.

HR:  Just think if you had stayed inside and played video games and watched TV, your mind, who
knows?

MW:  A lot of people ask me, what is your secret?  But I have no secrets but I think when I was
young we were outdoors with chores to do.  We were active and didn’t have all the distractions of
today with TV and all the things going on, you know what I am talking about.  In those days we
didn’t have that, we didn’t have a phone until we moved to Oakland.  We had no TV it was an old
radio and the first radio was a Philco and I bought it from my boss.  After we bought we found out
that he got a real buy from a customer on a TV so after that we bought the Philco from him.  I
don’t know what it was but about six months later we found out that guy who sold him the TV
had stolen it so they confiscated that so he lost his TV and I still had the radio.  But in those days
you didn’t have the distractions.  Like I said we didn’t have phone until we got to Oakland and
electric lights.  In Modesto we had a kerosene lamp.
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HR:  That leads me to the next question.  You were talking about all those distractions that you
didn’t have, did you have any special hobbies that you liked besides building the boxcars?

MW:  When we lived in Modesto, the last year or maybe two years my brother and I had both had
paper routes.  So we were busy then with paper routes.

HR:  Those were heavy then to carry around.

MW:  Yes.

HR:  Did you work with wood or do handy work around the house?  Are you a singer?

MW:  A singer.  Yes.   I sang in a choir.

HR:  Do you have a special song you would like to sing?

MW:  Laughs.  You mean now?

HR:  A verse or two?

MW:  No.

HR:  It is not required.

MW:  I would sure sing off key here.  I will tell you that.

HR:  You hearing is good enough for that?

MW:  It is good enough.

HR:  Maybe we could sing Happy Birthday to Chandler?

MW:  I don’t know how much that changes and it might have some effect on my hearing.  I don’t
know but maybe what I think is off key is that I am off too.

HR:  Ok.  Maybe you will be there with us to sing happy birthday to Chandler?

MW:  Yes.

HR:  So now we are on the big moments in time.  We have mentioned the depression and
Roosevelt.  But are there other events in history that really made an impression on you?  Like the
assassination of JFK or World War II?

MW:  I will tell you that I saw Amelia Erhart take of.

HR:  You did?
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MW:  In the South Pacific.  Do you know Amelia Erhart?

HR:  Yes, they are still talking about her

MW:  Frank Noonan was her navigator.

HR:  Where was that?

MW:  That was in Oakland.  I just started to work at the market and I was out delivering
something.  I had heard that she was going to talk off and Oakland Airport was less than a mile as
the crow flies so I got a good view of her taking off.

HR:  What was that like?

MW:  Well it was just an airplane took off.

HR:  Was there a lot of fanfare?

MW:  I wasn’t at the airport.  Oakland was a very small airport.  There probably was over there
but I wasn’t there to see that.

HR:  Do you remember what you thought when you saw her taking off?

MW:  I just saw the plane taking off that is it.

HR:  But did you have a thought about it?

MW:  I thought about it since then a number of times.  I also saw the very first computer that
built.  Called a Johnnyac.  Now this sister-in-law that I mention that is still alive her husband had
a part in it.  He was a machinist and he built some of the parts that went into that Johnnyac. Ray
Cliff was his name and he got a little mention in Who’s Who.  It was only about five words and he
laughed that he got mentioned, he wasn’t the brains of it, I don’t mean that.  There were three or
four guys and I did hear their names but I can’t remember them.  They had no blueprint or
anything, they just went piece by piece because they knew what they wanted to build.  They would
finish that and go to something else.  If he needed a part to put these things together they would
come to my brother-in-law and say we want something that will do this, this, this and this and it
was up to him to come up with the idea of designing what ever was necessary.  I don’t know how
many times they had to do that.  He would show what he had and they accept or reject it and start
all over.  He didn’t go into a lot of detail about it but I know that is what he did.  It was about a
year or so later we were down there in Santa Monica he told me that the Johnnyac was going to be
running and if I wanted to see it he would take me down there and show it to me.  So I did go
down there and see that big monstrosity.  It was about seven or eight feet across and about six feet
high.  I could see how deep it was because it was concealed some way.  This was this big
monstrosity making a lot of racket.  It was doing something but I couldn’t see what it was doing.
The whole basement was a cooling system for that thing of a monstrosity.  It has been in the Santa
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Monica Museum for several years. Then my brother-in-law Ray told they it to Blossom and we
happened to be down there when his former boss called and said they had sent to Blossom.  He
kept track of where it went because he had some sweat and blood in it.  They were going to open a
museum, which they did and I had an invitation to go over there if I wanted to go but I didn’t.
Anyway he went over there and they as him make sure it was presentable not to make it run. So
he did that and some years later, this was only about three years ago, and they said it was up in
Sunnyvale and I was there.  To my knowledge it is still there.  They have a museum, I should ask
my grandson because he lives right in that are and he would know.

HR:  You really witnessed some cutting edge events in time or items in time like Amelia Ehrhart
and this first computer and who knew what would happen after that, right?  It was very
significant in history.

MW:  Yes.

HR:  And still affects us today.

MW:  Yes.

HR:  Any other technological advances or the civil rights movement, there has just been a lot, the
fiftieth anniversary of the Freedom Riders?

MW:  There is one more.

HR:  What is that?

MW:   I didn’t tell you about the wing coming off the plane did I?

HR:  No.

MW:  This was the very first single wing plane that was built in San Francisco and Bob Coffee
was the test pilot.  There were two or three other people that were the brains of this single wing
plane.  They were going to have a test run and went up to Yosemite Valley and landed, no problem
and took off, no problem and they headed for Modesto and I was out milking the cow and I heard
a noise off to my left and here was the fuselage of a plane coming down like so and behind it was
wing fluttering down in the breeze.  That was the very first single wing airplane that was built.  It
crashed along the river and that was where the airport was located and he headed there.  They
thought he came down a little to fast and when he leveled it off it put strain on the wing and the
wing snapped off.  It came down and crashed and killed all four of them.   My brother and I got
on our bikes and rode over there and here was this plane with its nose buried in the dirt.  I could
see I could see, in those days the pilots wore leather helmets, you could see what looked like the
outline of a persons face, you know, but I could see any skin but I never could figure out why it
looked like that and why don’t I see skin in the helmet.  It was years later when I was thinking
about that, I don’t know why, but every once in awhile I would think about it.  Then I thought you
dummy when he hits the dirt that dirt is going to come right back in their face.  It was buried in
the dirt and probably a little bit of moisture in it and it came right back in his face and that was
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why I didn’t see his face and stuck on the inside of that helmet and that is probably the reason I
didn’t see his face.  But I don’t know that.

HR:  That is something that you would not forget?

MW:  That is right.  But anyway that was it and you saw no bodies at all, all four of them of
course.  But that was the first single wing airplane.

HR:  There is a lot back in your history, but lets move on to your Chandler experience.  I know
you have not here that long.  What brought you to Arizona?

MW:  My wife had Alzheimer’s as I mentioned and she finally passed away and then two days
later my brother had a heart attack and he passed away and I married my sister-in-law and then
about ten months later we moved to southern California.

HR:  What was her name, your second wife?

MW:  Wilma White.

HR: Ok.

MW:  Then she passed away.  After she passed away, my daughter was living in Arizona and so
she said dad why don’t you come and live with me.  She was living down here and she a nice place.
So I did that.  We lived here for a little while and then went to Orlando, Florida and we spent
about twelve months over there.  While we were over there my daughter had married a guy and it
didn’t work out.  So she gave up on him and we moved back here because she still had a home
here.  So we live in Sun Lakes, that is were she lives.  I am living with her now.

HR:  How long have you been here?

MW:  From the first time or the last time?

HR:  The last time?

MW:  A couple of years.

HR:  People are coming by because I think they are looking for you for much.  I have just a few
more questions if you don’t mind?

MW:  That is ok.

HR:  What is it that you like about Chandler?

MW:  Of course I enjoy the center here.  They have been wonderful to me.  Just like family really.

HR:  You come here three days a week?
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MW:  I come here three times a week.  I go over to Silver Sneakers in Sun Lakes on Tuesday and
Thursday.  I exercise over there.  I spend most of time here, three times a week.  The people are
wonderful to me and they are like family.  All the people in Chandler have been nice to me too.
The Mayor has been over here a couple of times you know.

HR:  Yes for the Maynard White Day.  That is pretty good.

WM:  Today you mean?

HR:  No, when you had your birthday party.    Not everybody gets that and it is well deserved.  Is
there anything you wish there is different about Chandler?

MW:  I don’t know that much about and my eyes I don’t get around and see anything in the City.
I don’t like to complain about it because I am lucky in every other way.    The surroundings and
the people that I get acquainted with I can talk to them.  If I saw you walking down the hall I
would not know who you were.  I came see a person but I cannot see the features.  That
unfortunate, but that is the way it is.  I feel like I am luck anyway to be here.
HR:  We are almost finished here now.  Since you have lived as long a Chandler has.  You are
actually older than Chandler and the State because they are both, next year, turning a hundred.
So you have got them beat by a few years.

MW:  Chandler has been very nice to me and I appreciate it.

HR:  They are celebrating their hundredth birthday next year.  What kind of advice would you
like to give to the young people who will be here for the next hundred years?

MW:  Well I tell you when I started out and our family we never used tobacco, drugs, and alcohol.
I have no use for those things at all.    I think a young person should be aware of the dangers of
becoming involved in this type of thing or even associating with company that do this type of
thing.  I have some very, very, close friends their lives were absolutely wasted because of it, one
especially right now over in San Antonio.  It is pathetic.

HR:  When you were offered or I am sure you were offered alcohol at least.  How would you
abstain?

MW:  A person can take a drink every now an then and I can accept that.  It is when they do it
habitually and can’t get along without it.  One thing leads to another so many of times and that is
where the problem is.  You know take a drink of wine.  I took a half a drank of wine in Canada
one time and that is my total consumption.  But we were on a tour.

HR:  How do people abstain from this and how do they not get involved with it?  In your
experience what had worked?

MW:  Just tell them no thank you.  I worked for Sunshine Biscuit and most of those guys drank
and smoked.  They were some of my best friends and we got all just fine.  There was a Mormon
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boy in there and a Catholic boy in there.  They didn’t touch it, the three of us.  We had many
friends and I have as many friends as anybody else and we don’t have to drink to do it.  They
respect you for it.  You don’t have to go around shouting to skies about this sort of thing.  I don’t
do that.  But if you live what you believe I think that is what it all is.

HR:  What if a lot of kids don’t know what it that they believe yet.  What kind of advice would you
have for them?

MW:  If you know what you believe, they certainly know right from wrong.  .  If you know the
difference you just keep away from the things that are troublesome.  You look around and see
other people and see what happened to them then you realize what a waste it is.

HR:  So be aware.

MW:  Be aware.  Keep your company with a lot of nice people.  My best friend is a doctor and we
used to go fishing all the time together and he would take a drink of wine and I think maybe a
couple of times he may have had a highball or something.  He didn’t make a habit of it.  Very, very
good friends and his wife didn’t touch it.  That is the difference.  I try to be broadminded on
things like that.  But you have got to stand your ground and not get carried away with it.

HR:  Is there anything else that you would like to add.  Today, you are surrounded by all these
wonderful pictures, is there anything else you would like to put in?  I am sure this won’t be the
last time we will be talking with you.

MW:  Well I think one thing is that a person needs to use just good old common sense.  Use your
head and think before you do these things.

HR:  That makes sense.

MW:  Good old common sense.

HR:  One thing I noticed about you is that you have a very good sense of humor.

MW:  Yeah, that goes a long way.  Have a smile on your face like you enjoy life.  That was one of
the things that I kind of mentioned really.  I think that is a very important thing.  So many people
go around with a long face.  I could feel sorry for myself with the loss of eyes and things, sure I
would like to have my eyes but boy I look around and see some other people here I say boy I am
not to bad off at all.

HR:  You are counting your blessings.

MW:  Yeah, that is right.

HR:  It has been nice and I will let you go to lunch.

MW:  Thank you very much.  Nice meeting you and nice talking to you.
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[END OF INTERVIEW]


