
 

January 1
st
. 1949 Saturday 

 Betty and I stayed in bed until 12:30. Irmy brought us our breakfast in bed. 

Wonder if that is any indication of how lazy we are going to be during the year of 1949.  

 We all went to meet Go at 3:45. It was the first time he and Betty had been 

seperated over night. We spent the evening before the fire playing cards and talking. 

Went to bed about midnight. Slept with Irmy and we talked for about a half hour before 

going to sleep.  

 

 

 

Sunday Jan. 2
nd

. 

 We all with the exception of Go went to Meeting. Then we had dinner and chatted 

for an hour or so before starting back to Brighouse.  

 Finished my packing and had a bath before going to bed. 

 

Monday Jan. 3
rd

. 

 As we were leaving for Bradford Goff told us to take the car and I must admit that 

I for one was a bit relieved. It made Go late to work, for which I was sorry. 

 It was a very uneventful trip down to London. Met Marguerite on the street 

between King’s Cross and Friends House. She was one of my cabin mates – small world. 

Didn’t stay at F.H. very long, but went on to Woodstock for the night. 

 

Tuesday January 4
th

 

 Had a heavy cold – so stayed in bed until around eleven and then stayed by the 

fire the rest of the day reading, writing letters and knitting. 

 

January 5
th

 Wednesday. 

 Up for breakfast, helped wash dished and then went back to bed for a couple of 

hours. Then went to F.H. for lunch and then collected my luggage from King’s Cross. 

Spent the afternoon with the Hadley’s and the evening by the fire at Woodstock. 

 

 

January 6
th

 Thursday 

 Went to the Friends Service Council meeting at Friends House in the morning. 

Was very interesting to hear of the activities of the F.S.C. 

 Had lunch with Sewell and Helen Harris at the Salad Bowl. They are friends of 

Esther Fahquar. Lovely people. She had sent them a box of chocolates. 

 Had a delightful chat with Phil and Ginny Toll after lunch. They are doing a 

rather unusual thing in visiting families in various parts of England and Ireland. Will be 

going to Woodbrook this next term. Have done most of their traveling by bike. 

 Wrote notes to the Chandler Family and Mrs. Bowen during the afternoon. 

 Had tea with Pam Meredith. Was so good to see her and to learn of the work she 

has been doing in Austria. Hadn’t seen her since the summer of 1946. 

 Had dinner with Roy Jarvis at Shearns. Was a Vegetarian meal and not too bad 

but the dessert was almost more than I could take. 



 Went to bed comparatively early since I would be getting up rather early.  

 

 January 7
th

 Friday. 

 Aubrey Brockelhurst took Moria Douglas and me to Victoria Station to catch the 

train for Newport where we would cross to Dippe France. It was a rather smooth crossing 

for this time of year. The boat train to Paris arrived about 6:40. 

 Tim Evans and Roiann [?] ________ met us at the station and then took us to a 

small cafe for supper. Still had quite a cough – so was glad to get to bed. 

 

 January 8
th

 Saturday 

 Discovered that I had arrived at the right time for a school affiliation conference 

was being held this weekend. Meetings were very interesting and I got a great deal of 

knitting done while listening. 

 My cold is still rather severe – especially the cough. 

 We had a lunch and dinner in cafes. Louise Wood Mary Hart and I went to a 

movie “Foreign Correspondent” in a small theatre near by. Interesting but not 

exceptional. 

 

 January 9
th

 Sunday. 

    Got up in time for a ten o’clock breakfast. 

 We had another S.A.S. [?] Meeting at 11:30 and then had our lunch in a near by 

cafe. We met again in Louise Wood’s apartment. Had my first ride on the Metro. Not as 

nice as London’s Underground but is all right. 

 There is a nice group of girls in S. A. S. – Louise Wood, Naomi Jackson, Caroline 

Manning, Nancy Cole, Irene Traube, Hedda Korsch, and some French girls who are 

working in France. Meeting closed with writing a Minute in limerick form to 

Philadelphia. 

 We had tea in Louise’s Apartment and then had dinner in a cafe near by. It is a 

very interesting apartment which is in an unusual street and neighborhood. 

 

Monday January 10
th

. 

 Lu Wood, Sheila Simpson and I visited the Munich Exhibition at the Petite Palace 

and spent two hours in the Louvre after lunch. 

 Spent the evening in the living room folk dancing and singing folk songs. 

 

Tuesday January 11
th

 

 Spent the day around the Center. Read, sewed on name tapes, knit etc. A group 

met after supper to plan a party for Sunday. Did some more knitting and finished the 

front of my sweater. Washed my underwear and blouses after tea. 

 

Wednesday January 12
th

. 

 Ironed in the morning and did my packing after lunch. Had a feeling I might be 

leaving shortly. Went window shopping in the afternoon and brought only some fruit. 

 Tim came in about six to say that my permit was through and that I might go at 

10:30 if I wished – which I did. Meant traveling over night but without any change of 



trains. Had a third class ticket but no space – so Tim gave me the money to pay the 

difference. Had one side of a Compartment and so was not too uncomfortable. 

 

Thursday January 13
th

 

 Got quite a bit of sleep during the night. Shared the compartment with a French 

soldier and since we had no common language except sign language we didn’t try to talk. 

 Max Burg met me at the station at 12:30 and we went to the barrack for lunch 

where I met the other members of the team, Joan Murphy, Brad Rowland and Annikki 

Sundquist. After lunch Max took me to my room at Frau Kaiser’s and I stayed there 

reading my mail while Max and Ludwig collected my luggage from the Lianhoff [?]. 

 Met with a youth group of 35 young people in the evening. They are very 

enthusiastic and wish practice in speaking English. They have been Brad’s young People 

and will fall to me when he leaves next week for Ludwigshaven. 

 Spent some time after supper unpacking. 

 

Friday January 14
th

. 

 Spent the day in and around the barrack except that I went with Brad to Lützel to 

see the men who are in charge of the Consumer’s Coop in regard to speaking to the 

Thursday Night group next week. 

 Alice Shaffer, Barbara Graves, Betty Foley and Earl Fowler came for a late lunch 

and left almost immediately afterwards – leaving Alice with us for the week-end.  

 Alice spoke to discussion group in evening.  

 Saturday January 15
th

 

  We spent both the morning and afternoon in the barrack discussing with 

Alice Shaffer in regard to Neighborhood Center work. 

 Went across the street in the evening to Frau Silverbachs to talk to A.S. in regard 

to her opinion of dancing in the center since both Max and Brad had brought it up. She 

takes a very sensible attitude. Stayed for supper with Alice, Joan, and Aninki. 

 

Sunday January 16
th

. 

 Alice and I went to the barrack together to Meeting. There was a group of about 

25 people and after a period of worship Alice spoke on work and conditions in Berlin. 

 Spent the afternoon in my rooms reading “Children of the New Forest.” Started a 

letter to my family in the evening but went to bed before finishing it.  

 

Monday January 17
th

. 

 Brad had taken Alice to Frankfurt yesterday. 

 Small group of people meet on Monday evening for worship and Bible study 

under Max’s leadership. There seems to be 8 in the group. Finished my family letter later 

in the evening. 

 

Tuesday January 18
th

. 

 Herr Borck went with me to visit the heads of most of the schools in Koblenz. It 

was on the whole a very interesting day.  

 In the evening Frau Seck and I went to the theatre to see Das Tenfel General. 

Missed a lot of it but got the general idea. Think perhaps it would be better if the 



Germans would think on the future and not relive the days that were such a nightmare in 

the past. Was not sorry to have seen it, however.  

 

Wednesday January 19
th

. 

 Went to Hildeschule in the morning to call on Frl. Dr. Schroeder in regard to 

articles and letters for the Oregon School Project.  

 We all five went to Frl. Dr. Gunther’s for tea at 3:30. She is the head of the 

D.R.K. Herr Kraemer and Herr Rehl were also there and they so monopolized the 

Conversation that we had no chance to get acquainted with Frl. Dr. Gunther. We had 

coffee, four kinds of Küchen then wine and cookies. We left about six and in the evening 

Brad, Max, Joan and I went to the Lindner’s for the evening. Max wasn’t feeling so well 

– so he stayed only about an hour. The other three of us stayed until 11:30 and then Joan 

and I went with Brad to put the car to bed. 

 We had had a call from Freiburg saying that Brad might stay on in Koblenz. We 

are all delighted, for it seemed too bad for him to have to leave when I had only just 

arrived. 

 

 

Thursday January 20
th

. 

 Went with Brad to Lunburg [?] to collect the post in the morning. Had quite a nice 

talk with Brad. We got back in time for lunch. 

 The discussion group in the evening had two speakers from the Consumers Coop. 

 

 

Friday January 21
st
. 

 Spent the day in and around the barrack. Went with Joan and Annikki after lunch 

to taken Frl Gottsacker some lunch. She is ill with pneumonia. 

 Discussion Group had Dr. Schaerer as the speaker. Was a very informal 

discussion on the Stadische Theatre. Annikki fixed him some supper afterwards. 

 Max went to Karlsbruhr for the weekend. 

 

Saturday January 22
nd

 

 Spent the A.M. in the barrack. Went with Annikki to take Frl. Gottsacker her 

lunch. 

 Did my washing in the afternoon, had a nap and then coffee with Frau Kaiser. 

 Quiet evening in my room. 

 

Sunday January 23
rd

 

 Went to the Barrack in the morning to Andackt. There were several new people 

there. One in particular was a sweet little old man with a white beard – Herr Boch. 

 Wolfgang Harms from Mulheim was also there and told of his work with the 

Fluchthinge. Has been invited to go to Woodbrooke but isn’t going since feels that his 

work here is of greater importance. When asked his opinion of the demolition he said that 

the Germans had destroyed much in other countries and it was nothing more than just that 

this should happen to their factories. 



 Went with Margaret in the afternoon to the Ritterslotz. Was very foggy here in 

Koblenz but the sun was shining there on top of we could see out over the fog. 

 Went to see Fledermous in the evening. Enjoyed it very much indeed. 

 Had spoken English only once and that was to Adolph on the way home from 

Meeting. 

 

 

Monday January 24
th

 

 Spent most of the day in the barrack writing letters. The evening was spent at 

home, reading and taking a bath. Went to bed early. 

 

 

Tuesday January 25
th

. 

 Wrote more letters and read reports. Howard Elkinton came in the evening. We 

met in Joan’s room and talked to him while he ate his supper and remained until about 

ten o’clock. 

 

 

Wednesday January 26
th

. 

 Brad, Annikki and I took H. Elkinton to Gau Algesheim to visit Henri Van Elten 

and his Erziehungsheim in Schloss Ardeck. It is a home for boys who have been 

convicted of some “crime” by the French Mil. Gov. Courts – mostly for possession of 

weapons. 

 Went on to Wiesbaden where we had something to eat in the Snack Bar and then 

we visited the P.X. [?] but had no P.X. cards – H.E. bought us some chocolate. Got back 

to Koblenz at 6:45 and then went to Frl. Bergemann’s to spend the evening. Coffee, 

Küchen and later wine. My Conscience isn’t too easy about the situation especially with 

Max taking the stand he does. 

 

Thursday January 27
th

. 

 Went to the Mittelschule at 8:15 and was there until nearly ten with Herr Nellen’s 

English Class. They read for me and I for them. Then told them something about the 

schools and life in Arizona. They are a grand bunch of young men from 15 to 19 years of 

age. 

 Went with Joan in the afternoon to look for a table for the waiting room in the 

Clothing Barrack.  

 After that Annikki and I went to call on the Swiss for a few minutes. Frl. Jacobs 

was quite busy – so we stayed only a couple of minutes. 

 Stayed in the barracks in the evening until time for the discussion group. The 

Thursday Night group is quite a lovely bunch.  

 After supper had a bath and then went to bed. 

 

Friday January 28
th

 

 What an interesting morning we had with a constant steam of people. There 

certainly is Never any monotony with Quaker-hilfe. 



 Nancy Hayes and Isle Otto were in during the morning. She lives here in Koblez 

and Nancy is a photographer who is working for a firm in N.Y. and for A.F.S.C. part of 

the time. 

 Schwester Vermedes and Director Schlags came from Maria – Grünewald to 

collect the monthly supplies for the Kinderheilstatte there. He is a young priest who has 

Tb and can work part of the time. Schwester Vermedes is an interesting old Schwester of 

73 who is in charge of the household there. What a character! She brought us eggs, meat, 

and a Küchen. She begs things but always for someone else. When she got ready to leave 

she said that if she didn’t see us again on this earth that we would meet in heaven. Was 

very much interested to know that she things it possible for a person who is not Catholic 

to go to heaven. 

 The story came from Max and fray Maier of a family of 11 children – with a 

daughter of 19 with bone Tb for whom there is no hope but perhaps long months of 

waiting for certain death. 

 We had an Artist and his nephew for dinner. Both piled away the food in heaps. 

Sketched Nancy, Joan and Annikki. 

 Our whole group went in the evening to the Koblenzer Hof to a piano concert 

given by Margo Pinter from California. It was a concert for the French only and the piano 

was in terrific shape, but she managed to get lots of music out of it even so. 

 Joan, Annikki, Nancy and I stayed for supper. Had a very nice one of soup, 

pickled fish, potato salad, steak smothered in onions, fried potatoes, lettuce salad and 

square apple pie. 

 

Saturday January 29
th

. 

 Got up a bit earlier this morning and went to the barrack to join Max and Adolph 

for prayer before beginning of the day’s work at nine. Am grateful for the privilege for 

I’ve missed it so much in the past months. Don’t seem to have the self discipline to do it 

alone and I do need the fellowship of others. Max us one man who is living his religion to 

the full and I’m feeling he knows God as a personal friend.  

 Max and I went to take Frl. Gottsacker her lunch and tumbled down the stairs. 

Wasn’t seriously hurt, but had to wear a bandage for a few days. Spent the rest of the 

afternoon sleeping. 

 Margaret, Hilda, Joan, Annikki and I went to the Festung in Ehrenbreitslein to a 

Hungarian festival. Program was very interesting, but the latter part was, for me, rather 

boring. It consisted of dancing drinking and eating.  

 Had a couple of sandwiches but drank nothing. My Conscience isn’t too easy on 

the subject these days and I was also responsible for driving home in a very thick fog. We 

reached home about two in the morning. 

 

 

Sunday January 30
th

. 

 Meeting for worship in the morning and then Margaret and I went to 

Ehrenbreitstein in the afternoon for coffee and supper with Family Mettler. Ruth is quite 

a sweet girl of twenty who is very much interested in speaking English. Both she and her 

father are clowns and full of fun. The mother is also a very sweet person who spends 

most of her time at home. 



 We got home about 10:30. 

 

 

 

Monday January 31
st
. 

 Spent most of the day working on a letter to be sent to Philly. Agnes Alff [?] 

turned up in the afternoon. Couldn’t believe my eyes for I had only mailed a letter to her 

the afternoon before. Was good to see her and we had coffee together before time to take 

her to the train.  

 The Andackt group met in the evening. There are usually about eight who attend. 

Met Frau Müller for the first time. 

Tuesday February 1
st
. 

 Vernon came into my mind last night in a way that couldn’t be put away. After 

our morning prayer which was very heartwarming I talked to Max about him. Fell Feel 

that he as well as myself could be such a great force for God if we could only reach the 

place where we were set on fire by God. 

 Max is far more Christian than I ever thought of being or ever dared to be. I’ve 

always had a feeling of holding back because of what I thought others would think. 

Working with Max is a real privilege and a blessing. Am truly glad I was sent to 

Koblenz. 

 Worked some more on the letter to Philly, but again there were too many 

interruptions. 

 Woman came to the barrack from out towards Mayen. She has 7 children under 

12 and no husband. He died in ’47 from blood poisoning. She lives from welfare and 

recieves only enough to pay the rent, and buy potatoes and bread and very little over. The 

women found her some clothes for the children and we gave her some food in addition to 

a CARE Parcel. Took her home in the car – Adolph went along. 

 Spent the evening at home for a change. 

 

 

Wednesday February 2
nd

. 

 Max read a part of the 10
th

 Chapter of Hebrews this morning and the 26
th

 Verse 

hit me right where I live in regard to the smoking question. “For if we sin willfully after 

we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” 

That seems to be the answer to my prayer and with His help I’ve had my last one.  

 Finished my letter to Philly and then at 12:30 Joan, Brad, Max + I went to Mr. 

Maxwell’s wedding in the Evangelische Stift. Was a very impressive service which lasted 

a whole hour. 

 The boys from the Mittleschule came at two o’clock and stayed until after four. 

They are a nice group of boys. 

 Met with Herr Adam, brad and a group of young people in regard to work camp 

work in Koblenz. Made quite a bit of progress. 

 We all had dinner at Frau Silverbachs. Was nice to be able to speak English for 

the evening but we had expected to eat with the family. Had goose. Max did Very well 

indeed considering that he had been at the wedding party all the afternoon.  

 



 

Thursday February 3
rd

 

 Went to see Frl. Gottracker in regard to taking the Thursday afternoon group of 

children. Will be very happy to do so when she is a bit better. 

 Frau Bierbauer came to see Joan and didn’t find her. Stayed to talk to me instead. 

Is obscessed with the desire to speak English. Youth group met in the evening, but was 

only able to stay about 20 minutes. 

 Max, Joan Annikki and I were invited to Frau Kapatain’s for supper. She has a 

very nice sister who works for Caritas. Supper was very simple but good. Glad they 

didn’t try to fix an elaborate meal like some folks do. Was a nice evening and just the 

right length.  

 

Friday February 4
th

. 

 Went swimming in the morning with Max and Hannalee Seck. Was lots of fun 

even though I don’t swim a great deal. 

 Frl Hück and frau Kapatain were luncheon guests in honor of having worked with 

the Quakers for two years. Margrit Kaiser and Dr. Schierer were also guests.  

 Sonia Hiel came by in the afternoon for a few minutes.  

 Spent the evening with Familie Mühle, Annikki and the priest and leiter from the 

Hungarian Festung. It was for supper but I didn’t stay longer than ten. Days are too full 

of living. 

 

Saturday February 5
th

. 

 Spent the morning in the barrack. Had such a nice talk with Max telling him what 

God had done for me in regard to the smoking question and what I intended to do in the 

wine situation. Have always felt I was making a compromise but wasn’t strong enough to 

stand out alone. With his fellowship and God’s help – think I can do what I know I ought 

to do. 

 

Sunday February 6
th

 

 There were about 25 at Andacht this morning. My heart was just running over 

with joy. Max and I sang “In the Garden” together. Our voices go together quite well on 

the whole. 

 Had a surprise visit about 11:30 from Herbert Buller and Herr Heiliger. It was so 

good to see them that I gave them both a big hug. We talked just as hard as we could all 

the time they were there. Frau Kaiser and Margrit fixed us some dinner on the table in my 

room. Max came up and stayed with us for a half hour and then I took the two of them 

down to see the Barrack and then they had to start back toward Bonn about 2:30. 

 Did some reading and then had coffee with Dr. Beckers, Margarit and Frau 

Kaiser. Was so tired I had to have a nap and then spent a quiet evening in my room. 

 

 

Monday Feb. 7
th

. 

 Hannalee Seck was very much effected in Meeting this A.M. was not able to help 

her. Felt unable to pray in German – God forgive me. 



 Brad, Max and I spent some time planning for the future. Frl. Dr. Finger came 

with an offer to will her house to the Quakers. Dr. Gerloch the Evangelische Pastor came 

to see if we could help arrange for the Rathaus Saal for a meeting with Andre Trochme in 

April. 

 Had letters from Maria – Grünewald which are to be sent to children in Oregon. 

Spent the afternoon reading and writing letters. Then had the English Class. 

 Had my supper late and afterwards God gave me the grace to tell the Kaiser’s 

why I can no longer smoke or drink wine.  

 Earlier in the evening Julia Bierbauer invited me to come to her home with Joan 

for an evening. Then she asked “Sie trinken kein Alcohol” God is certainly making it 

easier than I had imagined. 

 Spent the evening by the fire reading, writing, listening to the radio and praying. 

 

 

Tues Feb. 8
th

 

 Frau Seck was on my mind as I woke at six this morning and couldn’t go back to 

sleep. Prayed for her and then felt impressed to stop by for her and she came to the 

Barrack with me. Talked to her a bit on the way about what God means to me. She again 

sobbed in my arms after our Meeting for Worship and although I did pray with her this 

time it didn’t seem to help. 

 Brad, Max and I again planned together after nine. This seems to be a very good 

idea. 

 Frl. Hans came for lunch and then we did a bit of planning with her afterwards in 

regard to our Nachbarschaftsheim.  

 In the afternoon Max, Annikki and I went to the Hungarian Festung to investigate 

conditions there. They aren’t too bad and it seems there is no way we can help at the 

moment. 

 On the way back we were stopped at the bridge by the expected arrival of General 

Könïg. Annikki and I walked on back to the barrack since I was expecting Dr. Jaeger for 

coffee and to talk about school problems. Was disappointed –  

 Spent the evening at home reading, taking a bath and washing. 

 

 Wednesday Feb. 9
th

 

 Frau Seck came up to let me know she wanted to come to the barrack with me. 

She was more composed and seemed more at peace. 

 Spent part of the morning talking to Max. God is certainly blessing our 

association together. 

 The three of us called on the Oberburgermeister for a few minutes just before 

lunch. 

 Sonia Hiel, a Dutch Quaker who is working with IRll and Frl. Münsel were here 

for lunch. 

 The Miltlesschule boys were here in the afternoon and then Brand and a group of 

our young people went to Bodelschwingheim to confer with Herr Adam in regard to a 

work project on Saturday. Got caught in the rain on the way back. 

 Evening spent at home.  

 



Friday Feb. 11
th

. 

 The day was spent trying to get a letter written to Bernhard. Spent most of the 

afternoon playing ping-pong and getting acquainted with Olmar Heckenroth and Jupp 

Sauer. Both are very nice boys and was very glad to have an opportunity to get to know 

them better. 

 Discussion group met in the evening. They are indeed a fine bunch of young 

people. 

 

Thursday Feb10th. 

 Brad, Max and I went to Maria – Grunewald and Eisenschmit to visit the Tb. 

Kinderheime there.  

 The Schwester – Oberin in Eisenschmidt was indeed a lovely person. For a 

description of the day see a copy of letter to Oregon Branch Office. 

 The discussion group had 30 Questions for the program. 

 Elaine Michals arrived earlier than expected and came to the barrack. Took her 

home with me for the night and as long as she is in Koblenz. She slept on a camp cot. 

 

Saturday Fen. 12
th

. 

 Our morning worship was very fine indeed and Frau Seck was really happy and 

able to pray. 

 Spent the morning working on a report to go to the Oregon schools. 

 Helped Karl Heinz with the dishes and then we worked in Bodelschwingheim in 

the afternoon.  

 Folk dancing in the evening under Elaine’s direction. 

 

Sunday Feb. 13
th

 

 Went with Elaine to the Station and then came on to the Barrack to collect the 

Volkswagen to go to Boppard. 

 Adolph, Max and Frau Seck and I had prayer together before I left. It was like a 

benediction on the whole day. 

 Spent the day with the Aalff family. William is the young Communist and very 

intellectual. Then there is Otlo who was a trained hunter. Both boys are not working. 

Then there was Tante and Mutter. 

 Returned in the evening to discover that we had nearly lost Brad and how very 

thankful we were that his life had been spared. 

 

 

Monday Feb. 14 

 Joan, max and Frl. Hans and I went to Broidenbach to visit the children who have 

come from Berlin. Took them some extra food as well. Found most of them out for a 

walk in the woods when we arrived. Only those who were without shoes had to be left 

behind. 

 English group met in the evening and then we had our Meeting for Worship with 

eleven present. Tried singing two German hymns with Franz Josef Molsberger playing 

the Violin. He is a friend of frau Lauschus. 

 



Tuesday Feb. 15
th

. 

 Spent the day in and around the barrack really working on a letter to the Oregon 

school children.  

 Spent the evening with Sonia Hiel in the Park Hotel. Had supper there as well. 

 

 

Wednesday Feb. 16
th

 

 Went to see Brad in the morning and scolded Mutli-Tutli for talking about how 

bad he looks before him. Was however shocked at his appearance. 

 Went in the evening to Nd. Landstein to spend the evening with Herr and Frau 

Bierbauer. It was a nice evening but tended on the whole to be a bit too long. 

 Had the Kleide Damen for English just after lunch and then the boys from the 

Mittleschule late in the afternoon. 

 Brad went to hospital today. 

 

 

 

Thursday Feb. 17 

 What a delightful day – Birkenfeld and Bad Munster with Max. Fellowship with 

him is on such a deep level. We visited two more of the Kinder Heilstätte 

 Went to visit Brad when we returned at four o’clock. Looks like Joan would have 

to have her appendix out. 

 Max and I went to a Karnival Party at Bodelschwing in the evening but didn’t 

stay very late. It seems so silly to go to such excesses before Lent. If it is wrong during 

Lent I’d think it would be wrong before as well. 

 

Friday Feb. 18
th

. 

 Joan had her operation this morning. We went to visit her about 11:30 and found 

her only barely out from under. 

 Hannelee was very much upset this morning. God is certainly speaking to her. 

She can’t understand why the innocent had to suffer so much during the war and why it 

seems that the wicked prosper. 

 She and Frau Kaiser went with me to Limburg to collect the mail. Went to the 

Dom. It is a very interesting old building. 

 Had a letter from Aunt Mary. My family doesn’t do such a good job of writing to 

me but suppose I don’t do much better. 

 Frau Vöcker-Büchle spoke to the discussion group on the theater. 

 

Saturday Feb. 19
th

. 

 Max and I had a wonderful meeting for worship together and then spent some 

more time afterwards discussing religion. Our hearts sang all morning and I guess it was 

a good thing for after lunch we learned that most of the women had been taking things 

from the barracks. It hurt like everything and we spent quite a bit of time seeking to find 

the solution. We spent more than an hour in prayer and deep searching in an effort to find 

a way to make it a redeeming experience instead of one that would be damning. We feel 

that we are largely responsible for putting temptation in their way. 



 Went to see Joan + brad and then did my laundry and fixed my nails before time 

for Agnes Alff to arrive at five. 

 We had coffee together and then there was a rush to get to the theater in time for 

Das Tuefel General. Stayed through the 1
st
 act and could stand no more. Left Agnes and 

went to the Barrack to read my New Testament and pray. Max + the Secks came in about 

nine and Max told me that the solution to our problem had come. With that assurance 

some of the burden lifted. We played ping pong + sang Deutsche Volksheider until 

10:30. 

 

 

Sunday Feb. 20
th

. 

 Andacht opened with two German Kirchelieder and then Max and I sang “It Pays 

to Serve Jesus” together. It was a good meeting and God’s Presence was truly there. 

Couldn’t keep still and had to tell them why I’d had to come back to Germany and what 

God had done for me.  

 Max + I sang afterwards for over half an hour while giving Frau Tucking time to 

visit Joan + Brad. Then we went to see them for a little while. 

 Spent the afternoon listening to the radio, mending, knitting and talking to Agnes 

who left about 6:30. 

 Spent evening writing. 

 

Mon. Feb. 21
st
. 

 Max told group in barrack that we know things had been disappearing + then he 

told of some of the things he had had to make right. With no warning he called on me to 

tell what I’d said in Meeting the day before as to why I’d come to Germany. Group 

seemed deeply moved and I have faith to believe we will have no more trouble. 

 Met with the English Group at 6 o’clock and then at then at 7 Max + I went to the 

Lesevereine to a Philharmonic Concert. It was wonderful and we loved every minute of 

it. They played Mozart and Buckner. It was the best possible anticdote for the strain of 

the weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday February 22
nd

. 

 Went out in the morning to look for a book to use in teaching English. We had 

Frl. Bergemann for lunch and then discussed Nachbarschaftheim plans with her 

afterwards. 

 Went with Maji in the afternoon to visit some families in Festefranz and on the 

Kartanze 

 Max and I had coffee with Frau Herb at 4:30 and then went to visit Brad and Joan 

for a few minutes before supper. 



 Karl + Hanneli Seck, Max and I went to the barracks in the evening to play ping-

pong – lots of fun. 

 

Wed. February 23
rd

 

 Spent the morning getting ready for my English Class _ the Kleidedamen one and 

then they met after lunch and the Mittleschule group came for the afternoon. 

 Stayed in the barracks until seven, went home for supper and then went back to 

finish writing the letter to my family in which I had to confess that I’d been living a lie 

during the months I was home. Not easy to do, but it had to be done before I could have 

any inward peace.  

 

Thursday February 24
th

. 

 Went with Max to the bunker in the morning. 

 Ilse Otlo and Nancy Hayes came for lunch. 

 Went to Limburg in the afternoon for the mail and took Frau Fischer and Ericka 

Basse along. Rained all the way there and back.  

 Brad came for a hour with the Discussion Group in the evening. We sang for a 

half hour and then I read poems to them for 20 minutes or so. Max stayed with my and 

we let them play ping pong until around eight o’clock. 

 

 

 

 

Friday February 25
th

. 

 Hannilee, Heinz, Max + I went swimming between nine and ten. 

 Schwester Fuleedes came for lunch and I took her to see Joan + Brad for a few 

minutes. 

 Frau Detzel also was with us for lunch and gave us a real challenge – so far as the 

work with young people is concerned. 

 Was tired when I got back from taking Schwester Fulcedes to the Barbara Kloster 

but playing ping pong and singing with Max for an hour helped. 

 Group in evening discussed a Bund Staat. 

 

 Saturday Feb. 26
th

. 

 Max and I spent nearly an hour with Hannalee. She just can’t let go and let God 

have His way in her life. So many problems disturb her. 

 Max and I again sang hymns together, played ping pong and listened to a new 

record he had bought. 

 We made a short visit to Joan and Brad and then I went back to the Barracks to 

write letters. 

 Brunswick called to say Annikki would be in after midnight. Herr Mühler came 

by and Jocham Urtz came by to tell of a family in need. 

 Jupp Sauer came after six to show me his 2 ½ yr old brother. Very nice child – a 

bit spoiled that said as he stick my shoes under the bed “Ich mache ordnung.” 

 Spent a quiet evening in my room. Just as I was getting ready for bed the 

realization came during my good night prayer that I’d been living a lie while with Mrs. 



Hadley and that I had to write her a letter too. When I promised the Lord that I was able 

to go to sleep. 

 

Sunday Feb. 27
th

. 

 Max + I sang “The Lord is My Shepherd” for Meeting for Worship this morning. 

Afterwards we listened to recordings for awhile before going home to dinner. 

 Wrote my letter to Mrs. Hadley and had a nap in the afternoon. 

 In the late afternoon we went to Andacht in the Styft and then went to call on Joan 

and Brad. 

 On the way home we walked around the block and shared with Max the 

Command that had come the night before. He is such a steady comfort and I grow to 

appreciate him more all of the time. 

 Evening spent quietly in my room. Was glad for the opportunity of being alone. 

 

 

 

 

Monday February 28
th

. 

 Rosenmontag – so the barracks were closed. The day began with prayer and Bible 

reading with Max. Then we went to Guissen to get gas. It snowed and we had a dirty 

windshield most of the time. It was a day of quiet fellowship and my heart was singing all 

day. 

 The gas station was closed but we got our gas at the Emergency Station on the 

Autobahn and had our lunch at Dineamite Inn. 

 Coffee together in Barracks on our return, an English Class of three and Andacht 

with eleven with Bible reading together. 

 

Tuesday March 1
st
. 

 Stormy day – high wind with rubble in the streets. Joan came home in afternoon. 

Felt strong compulsion to talk to Brad but was frustrated in the morning. Went back in 

the afternoon and shared rather fully experiences since coming to Koblenz.  

 Sonia Hiel + Max were guests for supper and then we took her home – not too 

late. 

 

 

Wednesday March 2
nd

. 

 Brad came to the barrack for lunch but was too tired and weak to stay. Seem to 

have upset him with my sharing yesterday. When Max came back from taking him home 

he said “Poor Brad, he’s hungry for the Lord.” Brad had given him an opening to discuss 

religion with him. Max had prayed with him and left him his testament. He took him 

home from the hospital in the afternoon. 

 

Thursday March 3
rd

. 

 Went to Kranichstein with Joan. We had thought Brad was going too, but he went 

back to the hospital instead. It seems to be more mental unrest and conviction than 

physical.  



 We had our lunch at Sunset Inn and then went on to the Jagdschloss afterwards. 

Caroline Manning, Lee Wood, Roy Leake, Barbara Graves and Gertrude Fucks were 

there. What a place it is with hunting pictures and antlers everywhere. 

 It is rather cold – so I’m glad Brad didn’t come. 

 We went back into Darmstadt in the late afternoon to visit the Center and found 

Jerry and Rennie Willsnack and George and Marjorie Weber. They are nice people, but 

I’m so glad I’m in Koblenz with Max and that our work has an even more important 

emphasis. 

 

Friday March 4
th

. 

 We stayed for Meeting and then headed for Frankfurt where we investigated a trip 

to Italy for Max and went to the Center. We found only Karl Owland at home and he was 

ill. 

 We collected parcels in Wiesbaden and then had our lunch at the Eagle Club with 

real milk from Denmark. 

 Reached home about three and spent an hour with Brad before going to the 

barracks. It turned out to be a real confessional. My heart aches for him. We then went to 

see Dr. Meyer and stopped in to see him again about six for 20 minutes. He is so tired 

and not thinking at all clearly. Mutti Tutti had him all upset. 

 The discussion group with Pfarrer Homberg from Metternuch telling of his 

experiences in Concentration camp. 

 

Saturday March 5
th

. 

 Our hearts were heavy for Brad and Hannele. 

 We made a trip to Metternech to take some food to Pfarrer Homberg and then we 

stopped on the way back to see Herr Adam. We did meet a young teacher – Richard 

Hendricks who speaks English quite well, and was very friendly and cordial. 

 Went to see brad again in the afternoon. He was still confused, but anxious to talk. 

He just couldn’t think clearly, however. 

 Spent the afternoon with Maria Stolzenfelts and Ilse Wiesenthaner playing ping-

pong, eating candy and playing records. Also wrote a letter to my family.  

 The Maxwells were invited to the Fisher-Seck Familie for the evening. We had 

quite a nice time singing, playing records and just getting acquainted.  

 The arrival of bales in the barracks called Max away for awhile.  

 

Sunday March 6
th

. 

 Was so happy when all the Fisher-Seck Familie went to meeting, but Hannele left 

in tears before the beginning of Meeting – Ilse, Frau Seivert + Inge sang. Adolph spoke 

very well on the Andacht and its meaning. 

 Max was very troubled on two or three scores. He had felt a desire to pray for 

Brad and then he told me yesterday that they had lived next door to five pastors and he 

had wanted to talk to them but had never been able to. Then he said that he had shared 

more fully with me than he had with anyone else. How humble it did make me feel. I 

can’t understand why God has given me such rich blessings and such a precious trust as 

he has since I’ve been in Koblenz. After talking for awhile we laid our souls bare before 



God and the blessing that did come. Never had I seen Max quite so blue as he was this 

morning and largely because of his burden for his German family and Brad. 

 Singing of “Sunrise Tommorrow” and Max’s remark that our heaven has already 

begun was a blessed experience.  

 I visited Brad in the hospital and believe he is on the right track. God is indeed 

speaking to him and I have faith to believe that a miracle is happening in his life. 

 I had a nap in the afternoon for three hours, had coffee and wrote letters to Frau 

Holtermann and Mrs. Morrison. I find that I’m far more interested in reading my Bible 

than any other book these days. 

 

Monday, Mar. 7
th

. 

 Worked on my monthly report. Took a group of young people to Herr and Frau 

Demont’s in the evening in the jeep. 

 

Tuesday Mar. 8
th

 

 Frl. Dr. Gunther came for lunch and discussion afterwards. Worked on the report 

some more both in the afternoon and evening. I also played ping-pong. 

 

Wednesday Mar. 9
th

. 

 Finished the report in the morning. Classes met as usual. Joan Murphy returned 

from Darmstadt bringing Lu Wood with her. Visited Brad both in the morning and the 

evening. 

 

Thurs. Mar. 10
th

. 

 I gave a talk to the Discussion Group in the evening on buildings in England. We 

sang some American folk songs. I had a bath and did some laundry after I got home.  

 

 

 

Friday Mar. 11
th

. 

 After our Meeting for Worship Max took me for a drive to discuss Brad. Poor boy 

– he’s gone through hell. Lu took him, later I the day, to the Army Hospital in 

Wiesbaden. 

 I went to Darmstadt to attend a Centers Conference planning meeting. In the 

evening we went to Frankfurt withe the Arbeitsausschus of the Jahresversammlung. I 

gathered that they were trying to help us understand that the Nachbarschaftsheime could 

expect only moral support from the German Quakers. 

 

Saturday Mar. 12
th

 

 There was a Conference Session in the morning. After lunch I drove through 

Frankfurt with Karl Ouland and reached Koblenz about 5:30 and home around six. I left 

word for Max that I was home and he came up later for an hour. It was good to see him 

and share with him. 

Sunday Mar. 13
th

 

 We had a very good Meeting for Worship this morning with 27 present. Max and 

I stayed for awhile afterwards and listened to the radio and talked. 



 I had dinner alone with Mutti and Vati Kaiser and wrote letters in the afternoon. 

In the evening Max and I went to a String Quartet Concert. It was very good. We felt a 

desire to stop in the barrack on the way home and say a little prayer for Brad. Max 

opened his Bible to James 5
th

 and it seemed so appropriate. It was a precious 15 minutes 

and we felt not only very close to God, but to each other as well. Never have I had such a 

friend as Max. God may have denied me a home and a family, but he has given me far 

more. 

 

Monday Mar 14
th

. 

 I finished typing the Monthly Report during the day.  

 Lydia Adolph came in time for lunch. 

 I went to see Herr Adam around 4:30 in regard to work for the youth Group on 

Saturday. 

 There were 14 in the English class in the late afternoon. 

 There were also fourteen in the Andacht Group at eight even though it was 

raining. 

 Max had sought most of the afternoon for the right message for the Andacht. He 

opened the meeting with prayer and then read some verses on the Truth of God’s word. It 

was a very good lesson and we felt it was on the whole a good meeting. Sonia Hiel, a 

Dutch Quaker told the group something of her work with refugees during the war and 

now with D.P.’s. Lydia Adolph told of some of her experiences in Berlin. 

 I walked home around 9:30 in the rain with Karl Seck, Frau Fischer, Sonia and 

Lydia. 

 

Tuesday March 15
th

. 

 Max and I were like two children who had run away from school. We went to 

Stahleck, Backerack, and Wiesbaden where we had lunch at the Schwarze Bock. We 

played ping-pong and sang for awhile in the evening. 

 

Wed. Mar. 16
th

. 

 I spent the morning getting ready for classes in the afternoon and writing a letter. 

 The Kleiderdamen English Class met in the afternoon and the Mittelschule group 

came for a ping-pong tournament. We had coffee and cake to celebrate my birthday. I 

received a cake plate which will revolve.  

 I went home for supper and then back to the Barrack to write a letter to Bernhard 

Fedde. 

 

Thurs. Mar. 17
th

. 

 Max and I went to Wiesbaden to visit Brad. We had lunch in town. We were back 

in time for the discussion Group. They read poems from English and American authors. 

Later in the evening we went to the joint Namenstag and Geburtstag party at the Kaisers. 

Those present were: Frl. Breitschneider, Hanilee + Karl, Herr u. Frau Friess, Herr u. Frau 

Mettler, Mutti Kaiser’s sister, Max Frl. Bergemann. 

 

Friday Mar. 18
th

 



 Visited Frau Ernst and worked in the office. We also went swimming. Max and I 

had supper in the Barrack. Herr Laufenberg was in charge of the discussion group in the 

evening. 

 

Saturday Mar. 19
th

 

 Spent part of the morning in the Barrack. Also went to see Frl Premm and Herr 

Adam. 

 In the afternoon I worked at the Bodelschwingheim with the group. 

 I rested in the evening, washed fixed my hair + nails and listened to the radio.  

 

Sunday Mar. 20
th

. 

 I was awake quite early and read II Thess. and Galatians before breakfast. God’s 

Presence was very near indeed. 

 There were about 25 at Andacht including Sonia Hiel, Agnes Alff, + Herr 

Womelsdorf, We sang two German hymns and Max and I sang “Assurance.” 

 Max and I spent a blessed hour together after Andacht reading from a book by 

Henry Drummond, singing and then praying together. My heart was singing all morning 

– why God is so good to me when I don’t deserve any of it is beyond me.  

 I met Annikki and took her home. Agnes was here for dinner and the afternoon. I 

took her home and then took Kaisers for a drive in Koblenz so Tante could see what it is 

like since the war. Hannilee is sick today. Spent the evening in my room.  
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