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SECRETARY OF CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE ISSUES ANNUAL
STATEMENT SHOW]NG MUCH

PROGRESS IN CHANDLER.

APRIL 25, 1913

In his annual report, which has been
submitted to lhe Chamb€r of Conmerce.
Secretary George T. Peabody, in his
review of the past year's work, shows
the wondefil strides that have been
made by the Chandler disffict in rhat
time. He shows that the town has

emerged from a desert to a thriving
comrnunity, and the repo(, which
follows, should be read with interest by
every settler in the district:

Article I from the bylaws of the
Chandler Chamber of Commerce: The
object of this Chamber of Connnerce
shall be to obtain by organization the co-
operation of all the r€sidents and land
owners of the Chandler distric! in: Fint.
lhe general boosting of the district;
second, the betterment of our road
svstem and a comprehensive
beautification of the same; third, the
obtaining of new and better soil crops
adapted to local conditions; founh, the
adjustment and improvement of our
relations with the Water Users'
Association and of water distribution in
fiis district; fifth, the co-operation of this
chamber with any and all similar
organizations within the state of

With thes€ obj€cts in view the
Chandler Chambq of Comm€rc€ was
organized Apdl 27, 1912, but a few
rl eek-s after the arrival of the first p€r-
manent settler on the greaa Chandler
ranch and before the town site of
Chandler was much mor€ than a dream-
An initial membership of 67 was
enrolled, placing the Chandler
Chamtlq of Comm€rce in the uniqu€
position of being the only organization
of ils kind in th€ United States compoo€d
of and supported entir€ly by farmers.

Peatrody's FLeport
Chandler Afizonan, April 28,

There was at that time. and to a
greater extent is, today, a great need for
a co-opemtive organization of this kind.
The business relations between the
settler and land company, and the settler
and the U.S. Reclamation Service, must
extend over a ten-year period, during
which time there are bound to arise
many points which must be adjusted to
the work of the Chamber ofCommerce
and the Chandler Improvement
Company and many miles of good now
rcach north, south, east and west. from
the Chandler district, our work hasjust
commenced,

The future of our Chandler good
roads system and the help which can be
obtained from the county depends fully
upon the concerted efforts of the
residents of lhe district. The inloduction
and improvement of the products of our
soil can only be obtained by co-ofErative
efforts such as is now being made by the
organization of the Chandler Egyprian
Cot(on Crowers' Association. and the
opening of new markets must be
accomplished in the same nlanner.

It is only through organization that
we can effectually work with the many
other boards of trade and like bodies
throughout the state for the advancement
and prosperity ofthe dist.ict, county and
state. which means so much to our
immediate social and financial welfare.

Through the efforts of the Chamber
of Commerce Improvement Company,
the opening of the state highway from
Tucson to Phoenix, with a connecting
link between Higley and Chandler, has

be€n completed. A direct road south via
Sacaton and the ruins of Casa Grande
and Florence is under construction.
Culverts and cement bridges are being
placed on our roads by the board of
supervisors and steel enamel road signs
have been fumished and will be placed
by the Chamber of Commerce.

To Build Stockyards

Some reduced rates have been
obtained from the railroads and the

t9t3
promise of others, together with the
immediate building of stockyards and
depo6 at this point.

Through lhe effons of lhe chamber,
assisted by Dr. A. J. Chandler and Mr.
Tumer of the Bank of Chandler. tunds
have been made available for the
erection of a cotton gin and warehouse
by the cotton growers' association, and
1,500 acres of cotton will be planted in
the district this year.

The effons of the organization were
largely instrumental in defeating the
proposed county division bill which
would have very materially increased
our tax late and deprived us of the
prestige which we now enjoy as a
portion of Maricopa county, and the
valuable advertising features which go
with it.

Your secretary has endeavorcd to
become thoroughly acquainted with the
outside territory contiguous to this
disrrict, and with its settlers. with rhe
result thal we now are deriving trade
from territory which fo.merly went to
Mesa or Tempe, and lhat will bring into
Chandler more than 800 bales of cotton.

Every possible assistance has tteen
extended to non-resident property
owners in clearing, leveling and planting
their land, a crew of Yaquis having been
employed throughout almost the entire
year and the work done at absolute cost.

An exhibit was maintained at the
state fair at Phoenix and 5,000 copies
of a special issue of The Chandler
Arizonan were distributed among the
interested crowds which daily attended
the exhibits.

Growth Has Be€n Rspid

The growth of our community
during the twelve months has been
enormous. From an unsettled tearitory
of some 100,000 acres, we have
developed into a community supporting
three general stores, butcher shop,
blacksmith shop, the best lumber yard
outside ofPhoenix, barber shop, a bank
with over $40,000 in deposits and pool.
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